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Church and State 
III. 
The Pre-eminence of the Church 


In the sphere of temporal matters the State is 
bovereign in the exercise of its powers. This does 
ot, however, preclude a superior excellence of the 
Ehurch.*) 


The Church occupies a position of pre-eminence 
‘y reason of its origin, constitution, and purpose.?) 
In origin the Church is directly from God since 
> was founded by Him in whom dwells the full- 
ess of the Godhead corporeally*), whereas the 
state is only indirectly from God since it arises 
ut of the social nature of man, created as such by 
yod. In its constitution the Church is directly 
ivine: its doctrine is based on divine revelation, 
tts rulers are called by God even as Aaron was, 
ind consecrated to His service by virtue of the 
acrament of holy orders, its means of sanctifica- 
aon are in purpose, source and power divine; 
whereas the State is in its constitution not directly 
‘ivine: its body of political doctrine as expressed 
n statutes, laws, and constitutions, is based partly 
»n natural law and partly on policies of expediency, 
tts rulers are not appointees of God but designated 
0 wield His authority for the community by the 
will of the people, now in a monarchical, now in 
aristocratic, now in a republican organization of 
' 2a In purpose the Church seeks to 
chieve for man his eternal happiness; whereas the 
ate is founded to obtain for man his temporal 
iness.*) 
clearly is the pre-eminence of the Church 
wn forth from an objective consideration and 
mparison of Church and State, that it is noth- 
s than a reckless assertion to say that this 
i is a product of the spiritual imperialism 
Middle Ages.*) As a matter of fact many 
before the Middle Ages Christian writers 
eC Soke declared the superiority of the Church 
tate. Even as the body is inferior to the 


fer State, in The Inter- 
a) f State, p.k3,2 oe 1916. 


oe Mi —— 


Se 


soul, so is the State inferior to the Church; thus 
wrote St. John Chrysostom®), St. Gregory Nazian- 
zen’), St. Isidore of Pelusium®), and others after 
them. This figure was then frequently used by 
writers in the Middle Ages.®) 

The superior power of the Church is expressed 
by St. John Chrysostom in another way: “Those 
who are rulers on earth have indeed the power 
of binding, but it affects bodies merely; but the 
priestly power of binding touches souls and pene- 
trates heaven; what priests do here below is con- 
firmed by God above, and the judgment of servants 
is approved by the Lord.4°) What power can be 
mightier? All judgment has been given by the 
Father to the Son") ; and I know that the disciples 
received all judgment from the Son; a power as 
much exalted above earthly power as heaven above 
earth and the soul above the body.”!”) 

Other writers comparing Church and State to 
the sun and moon sought by this illustration to 
emphasize the superiority of the former over the 
latter.1*) 

Pope Leo XIII compared Church and State to 
two countries, for each of which one may manifest 
genuine love, though the love of one is superior 
to that of the other. He writes: “Wherefore, to love 
both countries, that of earth below and that of 
heaven above, yet in such mode that the love of our 
heavenly surpass the love of our earthly home, and 
that human laws be never set above the divine law, 
is the essential duty of Christians, and the fountain- 
head, so to say, from which 
spring.’’!*) 

Right reason commends such teaching because it 
demands that things be given their proper place in 
life. Only so is order served among created things 
that are of unequal value. 
no harmony; and without harmony neither peace 


6) S. John Ghee Bom. 15 in II Cor. n. 5. P. G. Migne 


X1:509. 7) S. Gregory Naz. Orat. 17, n. 8. 


8) S. Isidore, 1. III, Ep. 249. 


9) Hergenrother, Catholic Church and Christian State, 


II: 175, London, 1876. 
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12) §, John Chrys. On the Priesthood, Bk. ITI, n. 5. 


13) Gregory the Great, Bk. VII, Ep. 25.—Innocent Mt, ; 
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nor happiness. Since not all things are of equal 
worth, it becomes necessary so to grade and rank 
them that each in its proper place will serve order, 
and harmony, and peace, and happiness. The soul 
is above the body; things spiritual above things 
temporal; heaven above earth—and so too is the 
Church above the State. 


This teaching of the pre-eminence of the Church 
was so universally conceded that theologians who 
discussed the various phases of the relations of 
Church and State dismissed it with a few words, 
as, for instance, de Vittoria in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. He wrote: “I shall not engage in the dis- 
pute which of the two powers is more perfect. 
It is conceded that the spiritual power is of greater 
weight and dignity.”!°) This is significant if it is 
remembered that he wrote in the days made turbu- 
lent by the Protestant Reformation and character- 
ized by a denial, or at any rate a depreciation, of 
the authority of the Church. For this reason also 
the words of Erasmus of Rotterdam, who for a 
considerable time enjoyed the friendship of the 
Protestant Reformers of this age, are of impor- 
tance: “Weighed in a just balance, no king is so 
exalted, in virtue of his kingship, as not to be 
beneath the dignity, I will not say of a bishop, but 
even of a simple pastor of souls, in virtue of his 
pastoral charge.”2®) In fact, so much does this 
teaching commend itself to right reason that a 
Protestant writer does not hesitate to declare: 
“Within the pale of Christianity there is no point 
of view from which it is not accepted as a certain 
truth that heaven is superior, earth inferior and 
subordinate; that the salvation of souls is incom- 
parably above all earthly well-being; that the maj- 
esty of holiness is immeasurably beyond all other 
majesty; that aid in attaining heaven in the very 
nature of things, takes precedence over any kind of 
aid toward the end of earthly life . It is ac- 
knowledged that spirit is above matter, the soul 
higher than the body, the world of thought more 
exalted than the world fashioned by our hands; 
that the ideal, though invisible, and merely an ob- 
ject of faith, takes precedence over all that is visible 
to our eyes, that may be felt, that stands before 
us and flatters our senses, that is the object of 
sensible experience.”!) Such views fully justify 
the teaching of the pre-eminence of the Church over 
the State.. 


This teaching was also observed in practice, al- 
ready at an early date in Christendom, as may be 
seen from the admonition which Pope Gelasius I, 
a man of rare piety and experience, addressed to 
Emperor Anastasius toward the end of the fifth 
century. He wrote: “There are two powers by 
which the world is principally governed, the con- 
secrated authority of the bishops and the authority 


15) de Vittoria, Relectiones tredecim, n. 1. 
16) Erasmus, de Ratione Concionandi, I, p. 67, Ed. Basil. 
17) C. B. Hundeshagen; Abhandlung iiber die Entwick- 


elung des Verhaltnisses zwischen Kirche und Staat, Dove’s’ 


; Zeitschrift fiir Kirchenrecht, Berlin, 1861, I: 259 


of the king. Of these two, the burden of the 
bishops is the heavier, since they have to render 
account for kings themselves before the judgment- 
seat of God. If thou by thy dignity hast precedence 
amongst men, still must thou bow thy neck in 
obedience to ecclesiastical superiors; thou must di- 
rect thy course according to their judgment, not 
to lead them according to thy pleasure.”**) In a 
similar vein Pope Symmachus wrote to this em- 
peror: “When the dignity of emperor is compared 
to the dignity of bishop, the difference between 
them is as great as between the charge of things | 
human and of things divine.”!®) How fixed this: 
teaching was in the consciousness of the Christian 
rulers as early as the fourth century is seen from 
a little incident recorded in the life of St. Martin 
of Tours. Having been invited to a banquet by | 
Maximus, Emperor of the Western Roman Em- 
pire, this ruler, out of deference for his episcopal 
dignity, handed him the cup before he himself drank 
of it. Martin, drinking from the cup, handed it to 
a simple priest rather than to the emperor, to sig- 
nify that ecclesiastical authority is in rank higher 
than civil authority. This act of Martin of Tours 
was not considered an affront to the emperor.”°) 


Acknowledging the Church’s superior power in 
spiritual matters, kings and emperors appealed to 
the judgment of ecclesiastical authority in cases 
of wrong-doing. ‘Thus Frederick Barbarossa, a 
ruler who, far from being inclined to grant to the 
Church more power than could be rightly claimed, 
rather encroached on her spiritual domains when- 
ever opportunity offered, appealed to Pope Hadrian 
IV for the adjudication of a controversy that had 
arisen out of his imperial ambitions, and curi- 
ously on the ground that “God in the passion of 
Christ, His Son, had committed to her the two 
swords (the temporal and spiritual power) for the 
government of the world.”’*!) In like manner John 
Lackland, in spite of his serious differences with 
Pope Innocent III, appealed to him, complaining 
of the wrongful invasion by Philip Augustus of 
France of his dominions in Normandy, and their 
seizure in a war which had violated a treaty and 
had been begun before the expiration of the time 
agreed upon.?*) 


Though such recognition of pre-eminence was 
conceded by temporal rulers to the Church, it is 
nevertheless noteworthy that the Popes themselves 
explicitly emphasized this superiority only on spir- 
itual and not on temporal grounds. Thus, Pope 
Innocent III in the controversy mentioned, states 
emphatically that his judgment is not rendered in 
a question of fiefs but in a question of sin, whe 
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pe not only had the right but even the duty to raise 
is voice in condemnation.**) In temporal matters 
he sovereignty of the civil ruler remains intact. 


Even in this day of a complete separation of 
Mhurch and State, the precedence of the Church 


nowledged. Senator Bruce of Maryland recently 
efended the practice in the Navy to fly the pen- 
ant of religion at the masthead above the national 
ag during the time of religious service. He said: 
\Why should that pennant not fly at the masthead 
bove our national flag when our naval officers and 
wailors are paying their brief homage in prayer to 
nod, the God who is not only the God of mercy and 
ihe God of love but the God of hosts! It is flown 
yo notify every passing vessel that on the ship on 
vhich it is spread to the breezes the hour is being 
ledicated to the worship of God, to reverence for 
itis holy name, and to the cultivation of the pro- 
oundest and most exalted sentiments by which the 
wuman heart can be animated. It has been flown 
hn our warships ever since 1850 and on British 
varships for the last 800 years, it is said.’*4) Fly- 
ng the pennant of religion above the national em- 
lem is but one of the many acts by which modern 
States give recognition to the pre-eminence of things 
piritual over things temporal. 


Only irreligious rulers, who have made a fetish 
of the State, will not recognize the obligation of 
nomage that is owed to God. Perversion of the 
aims of the State with consequences of acts of 
yranny is the result. The State is founded to 
orotect man in all his rights, also in those that cen- 
-er around his faith. What the obligations of the 
State are toward the Church as the divine expo- 
nent of religious truths is splendidly set forth in 
‘he letter of Pope Paschal II of April 2, 1117, 
written to the king of Denmark: “Power is rightly 
used when the eye is fixed on God, by whom it has 
seen bestowed; therefore have God ever before 
-hine eyes; and as thou hast received from God, 
strive ever to please Him through His grace. Honor 
-he Church and priests of God in joy and hu- 


administering justice, and repress with thy might 
all who strive against it. Suffer not anyone to 
plunder the goods of the Church, for this is a 
crime of sacrilege, and for such guilt thou art 
esponsible, since it must not be that what is be- 
stowed for the good of many should be plundered 
‘by the violence of one. In the repression of this 
rime and others let the bishops of thy kingdom 
e thy fellow-workers, supporters and helpers. The 
orld is well governed when the priestly power 
acts in concert with the kingly.”?°) Though these 
swords are addressed by the Pope to one of his sub- 
jjects, they might be addressed to the ruler of any 
\State, so aptly do they conform to the very reason 

f the being of the State. They express the pur- 


Hergenréther, op. cit., p. 198. 
Senator Bruce, Congressional Record, May 8, 1928. 
affé, Reg. Rom. Pontif, n. 4842, p. 515, 


-ecause of the superior excellence of religion is ac- - 


nility; protect orphans and widows; be active in _ 


pose of the State in terms that are dictated by fair- 
ness and justice. 

Regard for the spiritual rights of the Church 
carries with it beneficial compensation for the State. 
The true liberties, privileges, and rights of the 
State are not fettered where religion is held in 
honor among its citizens. The quickening of a 
sense of civic duty cannot have any other than a 
wholesome reaction on civic life. ‘To render to God 
the things that are God’s has always yet led to a 
rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. 
Statesmen of wide experience have not been slow in 
recognizing this. “Of all the dispositions and hab- 
its that lead to political prosperity religion and 
morality are indispensable supports.” Thus wrote 
George Washington in his celebrated Farewell Ad- 
dress after a life rich in political experience. He 
continued: “The mere politician equally with the 
pious man ought to respect and cherish them. Rea- 
son and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion of re- 
ligious principle. It is substantially true that vir- 
tue or morality is a necessary spring of popular 
government.” Where politicians have unwisely dis- 
regarded this counsel, desolation has covered the 
land. ‘Temporal happiness cannot be built on the 
ruins of religion. 

A. J. MuencH 


The Companionate Marriage 


According to Judge Lindsey the way of escape 
from our modern sexual chaos is through the com- 
panionate marriage.° This, he thinks, will give to 
the young the sexual enjoyment which they regard 
as their right, and at the same time prevent pro- 
miscuous sex relations, which even our overtolerant 
age is inclined to view with disapproval. He hopes 
in this manner to secure at least some stability in the 
realm of sex and to prepare the young for the se- 
rious responsibilities of marriage in its fuller sense. 
It is our conviction that neither of these ends will 
be attained by the expedient devised by the Judge. 
Companionate marriage provides no opportunities 
for education in responsibility and is by its very 
nature unfitted to give any kind of permanence and 
fixity to the sex relations. It is, therefore, bound 
to defeat the very purpose for which it has been 
designed. 

More than once mankind has been confronted by 
the riotous demands of an ungoverned sex instinct. 
There is not the slightest evidence, however, that 
civilization has ever gained anything by yielding to 
these clamorous demands. The Mohammedan world 
made concessions by legalizing polygamy, but it has 
paid a terrible penalty for this ill advised indul- 
gence. ‘The curse of polygamy has wrought the 
downfall of the Arabian culture and effectively 
stayed all progress. Only monogamy in its strictest 
interpretation is favorable to human development. 
Whatever one may say of companionate marriage, it 
certainly is a departure from rigid monogamy as it 
has come to be accepted by civilized nations. If 
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so, it means a lower form of marriage, and hence 
belongs to a lower level of civilization. By legally 
adopting such a form of marriage we descend to 
planes which mankind fortunately has left behind. 
The fortunes of the human race are intimately 
bound up with the more or less rigid adherence to 
monogamous marriage. When the ideal monoga- 
mous marriage is upheld civilization flourishes; 
when it is discarded civilization enters on a down- 
ward course. Transiency in sex relations brings in 
its wake general instability in all social relations, 
and consequently makes for social disorder. It un- 
dermines human society, for it stands to reason that 
where this fundamental human relation is not stable 
nothing else can retain solidity. Now the com- 
panionate marriage is essentially transient. It is in- 
tended to be such, and for that reason is freed from 
everything that might tend to render it permanent. 
In a sense it is even more unstable than the Mo- 
hammedan marriage, in which at least issue is not 
deliberately excluded. 


The companionate marriage possesses in its struc- 
ture no element of permanence. It is entered into 
without any thought of responsibility. It is con- 
tracted without the slightest idea of assuming any 
duties. It leaves both parties free to seek new part- 
ners at any time they see fit. It is essentially tem- 
porary and has no guarantee of permanence. It is 
not we who give this definition; it is derived 
from the Judge’s own words. “Companionate Mar- 
riage,” he writes, “is legal marriage, with legalized 
Birth Control, and with the right to divorce by 
mutual consent for childless couples, usually with- 
out payment of alimony.” It may be that in some 
cases in our lax modern world the thought of hav- 
ing to pay alimony will save the marriage from dis- 
solution; but even this one obstacle is taken away 
in the case of companionate marriage. The texture 
of the companionate marriage is so loose that it can 
without difficulty be unraveled at any time. A re- 
sult of the legalization and a social recognition of 
the companionate marriage would be a_ general 
fooseness of the family tie and an absolute insecurity 
of the home life. In fact, even a home would no 
longer be a necessity, for the partners of the com- 
panionate marriage may well maintain separate es- 
tablishments. 
kind he should try to visualize all the consequences 
that will logically follow. One of the reasons why 

the Judge makes this dangerous proposal is because 
he does not reason it out to its last consequences, 
ssibly in some obscure way he realizes these dire 


Before one endorses a thing of this © 


would become a cancer, sapping the vitality of his 
people. He was thinking merely of a remedy for 
their sex misery. He was inspired by the same sen- 
timents that animate the Denver Judge. But the 
experiment proved disastrous and brought in its 
train a host of terrible evils. ‘The open sore of. 
islamitic culture is lax family life. How, then, can 
we gain anything by introducing laxity, flexibility, 
uncertainty, impermanence, arbitrariness into mar- 
riage relations? Let us listen to Dr. Devas. “Fur- 
ther,” he says, “the jurisprudence of Islam is at 
once a witness and a promoter of lax family life. 
The complicated rules of succession to property, — 
the complete assimilation of realty and personalty, 
the separate property of married women, all are_ 
adapted for transient families, habitual polygamy, | 
habitual divorce; and effectually hinder in general | 
any stock of honorable family traditions, any care- : 
ful guarding of genealogies, any solid peasantry 
rooted to the soil. A careful comparison of the de- 
tails of family life would place the After-Christian 
Mahometans immeasurably below the Fore-Chris- 
tian Chinese.”?) 


Lower marriage ideals always mean lower civili- 
zations. The companionate marriage is patently and 
even on the admission of its sponsor a low marriage 
ideal; it, therefore, leads us downwards. If we 
happened to be new in this world and possessed no 
previous experiences to guide us, we might conceiv- 
ably experiment in the manner which Judge Lindsey 
suggests. But we have a history of many centuries” 
that can enlighten us. The whole past history of 
the race warns us against tampering with the Chris- | 
tian marriage ideal. “It is enough,’ continues Dr. 
Devas, “that the examples before us seem to point to 
a probable conclusion, namely, that Christianity is 
final, that it provides the highest type of family life 
(on which all society rests), and that those who de- 
sert Christianity are cut off from the possibility o: 
reverting to the higher types of Fore-Christian fami- 
lies and find themselves driven back to lower forms 
and threatened with the worst abominations of out 
cast and degraded races. But then, inasmuch 
family life is the main foundation of civilization a1 
of happiness; and no substitute is available for 
love between husband and wife, parent and 
brother and sister; nor device yet discovered 
man’s moral outfit, that can compare in efficacy with 
being brought up in a devout and honorable home, it 
follows that After-Christians of all kinds, in attac 


ing the Christian family, by the very attack sta 


condemned.”*) Experimentation in marriag 
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about companionate marriage. But harsh though 
they be, they are emphatically true. “The «com- 
‘panionate marriage,” he says, “has no idealism, no 
:stability, no looking to the traditions of the past or 
‘to the race’s future goal. It is just sensual satis- 
{faction and sex experimentation. ‘The Bolshevist 
‘system of easy marriage and easy divorce has not 
| been a success, and the Russian women wish to re- 
iturn to the marriage ideals of their forefathers. 
. American youth should be warned that casual tem- 
| porary unions are not marriage at all in the true 
¢sense, and that any system which permits number- 
lless marriages to one person is as destructive to a 
iface’s spiritual sense as the Bolshevist custom of 
‘ calling legal a marriage which lasts only an hour... . 
| Divorce always degrades. You cannot make divorce 
; anything but degrading. I have never seen one who 
| has not been made worse by being divorced. A great 
| tragedy develops us. Noble sorrow develops us. 
. But sordidness never develops anyone. And divorce 
‘is sordid, a terrible thing. Public. Cheapening. I 

say it again, I have never seen anyone go through a 
' divorce without being deeply wounded, without de- 

teriorating.” And to these sordid, degrading expe- 
_fiences, involved in transient unions and easy di- 
- vorces, our youth will be subjected if the advocates 
of the companionate marriage have their way. That 
is not the way to help the young. 


Here is a passage which, in spite of its surface 
humor, has a very serious undercurrent : “Marriage, 
I figger it, is a sort of discipline. You go into the 
game in the first place because you choose to; then 
you play it; and playing it means the exercise of a 
certain amount of selfdenial by each player. Nine- 
tenths of the divorces are due to the fact that one 
or both parties to the agreement couldn’t keep on 
being unselfish. Judge Lindsey argues, I take it, 
that since an increasing number of folks can’t play 
the game according to rules, we’d better get rid of 
rules. It fits in with the theory that since an in- 
ising number of children don’t like the multipli- 
n tables we’d better get rid of the tables. And 
-e an increasing number of folks take what don’t 
to ’em, we’d better abolish property. The 
on’t make me mad; it interests me. But I 
feel as if it wouldn’t get us any further 


long.”*) 
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Eligh School Youths Go Job 
Hunting 
(Continued ) 

While vocational guidance is largely neglected in 
our schools, another service, that of direction into 
employment as such, is left almost wholly to chance. 
Though Dr. Haettenschwiller properly insists on 
both, with us the one is given as little attention as 
the other. And given conditions of widespread 
unemployment such as obtain at present, and have 
been with us for approximately a year, the effects 
of the twofold deficiency become all the more no- 
ticeable and deplorable. 


Unquestionably observant priests and lay peo- 
ple alike will agree that their own experiences 
substantiate this view. We have recently had occa- 
sion to learn the details of two cases of high school 
graduates seeking employment, in which the absence 
of guidance is all too apparent. ‘The youths are 
cousins, of about the same age—18 years—the one 
residing in St. Louis, the other in a suburb of that 
city ; they are able-bodied and were diligent students ; 
they pursued the classical course at two different in- 
stitutions; both had made application for a short 
course in stenography and typewriting as a pos- 
sible aid towards office employment should they 
decide to turn to such work definitely or even 
only temporarily after leaving school, but were 
refused; both are members of large families, which 
at present must look to them at least for their 
board. They completed their classes at the same 
time and then were equally confronted with the 
problem of finding employment. Repeated per- 


-sonal efforts by the writer to ascertain the voca- 


tion or occupation in which they would prefer to 
engage elicited no satisfactory response from the 
one (whom we shall call A), while the other (B) 
seems at least to have a vague preference for 
work involving physical exertion and “a job that 
you don’t have to carry around in your mind at © 
night and on Sundays.” Under the circumstances _ 
it would appear that this youth would have been 


while in the case of the other it is difficult to 
think of so simple a partial solution, chiefly b 
cause he apparently does not know his own 1 
even to this extent. eae 
Prevailing unemployment aggravated 

search for work in both instances. Assis: 
the parish priest, by relatives and friend: 
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B’s patience was tried a good deal longer. Ulti- 
mately he obtained part time employment with a 
telephone company, in whose service he was able 
to earn $30.00 a month for several months, his 
work consisting in instructing subscribers in the 
use of the dial phone, then being provided sub- 
scribers served by a limited number of exchanges. 
Since the progress made in the actual installing 
was slow and was even interrupted, B had many 
idle days and finally prospects for part time em- 
ployment dwindled away entirely. Thereupon re- 
newed efforts at finding other employment fol- 
lowed. During enforced intervals in the job- 
hunting, B took whatever employment offered, 
loaded gravel and cinders onto trucks and helped 
at grading roads. But these jobs were short- 
lived and did not relieve the situation. In the 
meantime other unemployed youths and their par- 
ents verified the absence of opportunities for em- 
ployment in the suburb and its environs, and the 
overcrowding of the labor market in St. Louis. 

After a long period of experiences of this kind, 
eight months after graduating, B and two com- 
panions took their fate into their own hands, leav- 
ing home by stealth, well knowing their parents 
would not permit them to depart unless they were 
sure of employment at their journey’s end. By auto 
and on foot, and an occasional train ride, they pur- 
sued their way into the western part of Texas. 
Though willing to accept whatever job might offer, 
they failed even there to obtain permanent em- 
ployment, notwithstanding their journeys to several 
towns and cities. In consequence one of the youths 
returned home, while B and the other journeyed 
back through Oklahoma into Missouri by slow 
stages, inquiring for work as they went. About 
a month after they had left home they finally 
found employment with two farmers in southern 
Missouri, where B has since remained. In the 
meantime he had corresponded in a straightforward 
though affectionate tone with his parents, telling 
them repeatedly he would not return home until 
he was sure he could contribute toward the sup- 
port of the family; pending that time he would at 
least not be a burden to them. And although 
utterly unaccustomed to farm work, and without 
any liking for it, he took to it with real courage. 
A letter from him to the present writer says: 

“I am up every morning at five, and work, with rest for 
meals, until seven at night. Having cut down and cut 
up a lot of timber and spread a good deal of manure, we 
are now plowing, and will soon be harrowing. The work 
is hard, but I am feeling fine and have put on weight. . . 
I do not like farming, but I intend to stay at it until I get 
into something I like better, and which will enable me to 
support myself properly and help the folks. . .” 

Thus matters stand at the present writing. The 
events sketched cover the months which have 
elapsed since June, 1927, when these youths left 
school. In both instances, fortunately, a worse devel- 
opment has been avoided. For both youths knew of 
opportunities to make money without going through 
ae experiences that have been and are still theirs. 


ve tholic young man, some years older 


Se a th. 


_ The farmer must buy factory products in a closed — 


_ more even South Africa. Paying a monopoly pri 
1 the boundaries of the parish to which A be- 
eae 


} 

| 
than the subjects of this sketch, who is said to | 
have «realized approximately $4,000.00 from the | 
sale of lottery tickets last year. And this young | 
man, who indeed did not attend college or high 
school, was the brightest pupil in his class in the 
parochial school. To try to make money in a 
similar manner is one of the temptations to which 
unemployed youths are susceptible; and the tempta- 
tion is aggravated when the occupation they merely 


happened into does not satisfy the individuals, 


either because the task is not congenial, the 
compensation inadequate, or for other  rea- 
sons. ‘The matter-of-fact young man who has 


not attached too much hope to the promise 
held out to him concerning the monetary value of 
a high school training may not be particularly 
tempted in this direction; but the youth who shares 
with his parents belief in the potency of that charm- 
ing phrase, and trusts somehow to witness the proof 
of its magic, is apt to soon be the victim of dis- 
illusionment and something akin to disgust, and 


~in that frame of mind is prone to yield to tempta- 


tion he would normally put behind him. 
A. F. B. 


Starting the ““Undesirables” on 
Their Way to America 


Not merely by the proponents of the various 
measures introduced in Congress during the last 
few sessions of that body, and intended to restrict 
immigration, but quite generally, and on every occa- 
sion, are the “foreigners” blamed and even reviled 
for daring to come to America in such great num- 
bers and imposing themselves as unwelcome guests ~ 
on the American nation. None of the nativistic 
worthies engaging in such baiting put the blame 
where it belongs, on the industrialists and capi- 
talists, whose policy induced men to leave their 
farms in southern Europe, and the politicians and 
statesmen, who acceded to the demands of the 
former for tariffs which forced factory hands to 
flock to America. 

Writing .on this subject forty years ago in The 
Forum, Hon, William McAdoo, member of 48th to 
Slst Congresses (1883-91), 7th N. J. District, de- 
clared : 

“We have shut out the cheap foreign watch, blanket, tin 
sheet, glass pane, and steel rail; but the cheaper foreign 
worker, inspired by hunger, underbids American labor in 
the home market that we boast was created for it alone. 
We have built around our custom-houses impenetrable — 


walls of adamant; but around our immigrant depots we — 
have strung a few statutory cobwebs.” zi 

“Immigration and the tariff’, Mr. McAdoo con- — 
tinues, “are closely interwoven, and’ should be con-_ 


vt 


sidered relatively as affecting each other.” Similarly, — 


agriculture and the tariff are closely interwoven. — 
market; he must sell what he produces in a market — 
influenced by the harvest garnered in the Argentine _ 
Republic, Australia, New Zealand, and more and | 


for what he needs to sustain life and labor, h 


car, ‘Mite rari. 
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eign countries, but also in America. ‘That is one 
of the reasons why cities on the eastern seaboard 
«consume butter from New Zealand. 

Of course, the disciples of High Tariff pro- 
(claimed in their day the American farmer would 
|feed the foreigners coming to our shore and be 
| benefited accordingly. Mr. McAdoo met this con- 
{tention with the following declaration: 


__ “His (the farmer’s) prices are fixed in the land they 

left, and he gains no money by feeding them in New 
_ Jersey instead of Austria, Italy, Wales, France or Eng- 
| land.” 


This has virtually proven true, and some of the 

| people who elected Presidents, Senators, and Con- 
; gressmen, merely for their attitude toward High 
Tariff, would today restrict immigration entirely, 
if they could, without admitting, however, that it 
was their folly which set this particular migration 
of “undesirables” in motion. Mr. McAdoo, on the 
other hand, clearly perceived four decades ago the 
influence a High Tariff would have on immigra- 
tion. “I conclude,” he says in closing the article 
referred to, “that a very high or substantially pro- 
hibitory tariff in the United States is bound to 
force, in spite of all mere restrictive measures, 
a large, unhealthy, undesirable, abnormal immigra- 
tion of those who care nothing, and desire to know 
less, . about our citizenship—an immigration which 
is inimical to American labor, and contrary to the 
best interests of the whole country.” 


; F. P. K. 


' Co-operation and Capitalism 


_ At the annual meeting of the United Farmers’ 
Co-operative Company, Ltd., a Canadian organiza- 
ion, President Harry A. Gilroy reported a loss of 
$42,000 in the Seed Department, and said that “this 
erenent deviated from the fixed course as 
lapped out by your directors in regard to general 
p policy.” Mr. Gilroy made the following significant 
atement in connection therewith: 


“We must admit that as a farmers’ company, trading 

in farm commodities, a departure from strictly co-opera- 

tive principles has always meant financial disappointment 

well as less prestige. At the same time, a strict ad- 

‘ence to our proper fel of true co-operative effort sel- 
ils.” 


a 

his is but another case of the co-operators be- 
faithless to the principles of co-operation, of 
umbing to the profit motive. They tried to 
and made a bad guess; they deserve to 
or this infringement of a co-operative 


,” writes the atone Co- ag 


b ae and sane. “Genuine co-operators | 


its, not only for the advantage of individual co- 
operators, but to influence in favor of the consum- 
ing public generally the prices charged by profit- 
seeking business institutions.” 

Mr. Keen perceives in the “peculiarly North 
American practice of seeking to erect co- operative 
super-structures on capitalistic foundations” one of 
the greatest obstructions to sound co-operative prog- 
ress, and quite correctly so. Profit has become not 
merely the A and O of business, but in fact of al- 
most all human endeavors. Consequently, co-op- 
erators, and especially those entrusted with the man- 
agement of co-operative affairs, are constantly 
tempted to do as the Romans do, since they cer- 
tainly live in a world dominated by the profit mo- 
tive. Mr. Keen, the General Secretary of the Co- 
operative Union of Canada, believes the dangers of 
the situation must be overcome by the cultivation 
throughout the movement of a co-operative busi- 
ness personnel, “consisting of men and women who 
look to co-operation as a career, and who are de- 
votedly attached to the philosophy it connotes.” 

In the meantime, he believes, co-operative em- 
ployes cannot be blamed for “entertaining conven- 
tional ideas of the objects of commerce and in- 
dustry, although directors ought to use every effort 
to secure for co-operative service people who are 
good and well-informed co-operators, as well as 
experienced, practical and efficient in the business 
duties assigned to them.” 

Surely, if co-operative directors are worthy 
of the position they hold, and take the steps 
necessary to insure the information regarding the 
operation of the business, which they should obtain 


-in order to be able to direct its affairs properly, 


they will also define and enforce, as Mr. Keen be- 
lieves, “major questions of policy in conformity 
with sound co-operative principles and business 
practices.” : 


When the French Revolution turned out to be | 
anti-Catholic, the prelates of those days blamed th 
fact upon F reemasonry, or Voltaire, or the devil, — 
or anything except their own obvious | neglect 
the “ordinary Catholic. ” In an educated com 
munity, the practice of Catholicism will lapse in 
the long run, or be confined to those who happen 
be religious by temperament, if the ordinary Cat 
olic does not know the why and wherefore of 
Catholic practices. He should know th hy a 
wherefore of his rel i 

of 


CO 
bo 
@ 


Warder’s 


Money Under Capitalism 


A paragraph on “The Sources of Credit,” in 
the May issue of the N. Y. National City Bank’s 
monthly Letter reveals from whence come those 
huge sums of which the stock gamblers avail 
themselves for their transactions. The Letter 
declares: 

“An important amount of money has come into the call 
and short-time money market from corporations, by reason 
of slackening business. These funds are there to make 
earnings until needed elsewhere, and the same may be said 
of considerable country bank money. It will be prudent 
policy to recognize that these sums will not be perma- 
nently available in the New York market, and to take 
account of what effects their withdrawal may have. On the 
other hand, if business should fall off still more, additional 
funds will come here, but in that event it will be prudent 
also to consider what the effects of poorer business may 
be upon market prices.” 


What a light this statement throws on the present 
economic system! Because industries are idle, which 
means unemployment for the workers, there are vast 
amounts of money available for stock gambling, to 
stem which all attempts of the Federal Reserve 
bank have proven unavailing! 


That Strange Discrepancy! 


One of our well-known mongers in cast-off ideas 
and intellectual trash stumbled on a thought which 
has engaged deeper minds than those of Columnists: 
“And the queerest feature of the agricultural depression 
is that the price of food in the cities doesn’t fall. Who 
can explain that?” 
The observation that the price paid for wares 
by the consumer is strangely at variance with the 
remuneration obtained by those who produce them, 
is equally applicable to the products of industry. 
Moreover, no less an economist than John Stuart 
Mill, giving evidence before the Parliamentary 
Committee appointed in 1852 to inquire into the in- 
vestments of the middle and working classes of 
England and Scotland, remarked: 
“When it has happened to anyone, as it must have hap- 
pened to most people, to have inquired, or to have known 
in particular cases, what portion of the price paid at a 
shop for an article really goes to the person who made it, 
_ and forms his remuneration, I think anyone who has had 
_ occasion to make inquiries into that fact must often have 

been astonished to find how small it is, and how much 
less a proportion the remuneration of the real labor bears 
to the whole price than would have been supposed before- 
hand; and it is of great importance to consider what is the 
i se of this.” 

_ The last statement is as pertinent today as it was 
six years ago, if not more so. he answer 


tl 
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speaks of “werbendes Kapital,’ capital which, so 
to say, beats up for profit unscrupulously. It is 
this function of modern Capitalism Leo XIII prob- 
ably had in mind when he declared, in the En- 
cyclical on the Condition of the Working Classes, 
“the mischief [accomplished by Laissez-faire, and 
what it connotes] has been increased by rapacious 
usury, which, although more than once condemned 
by the Church is nevertheless, under a different 
guise but with a like injustice, still practiced by 
covetous and grasping men.” 


An Indulgence Granted for a Crusading Purpose 


To the numerous indulgences granted the 
faithful in former times in recognition of con- 
tributions for purposes such as the construction 
of hospitals, bridges, etc., and mentioned in the 
little volume on “Indulgences as a Social Factor 
in the Middle Ages,” by Prof. Nicholas Paulus,”) 
the following one may now be added. It was 
recently discovered by Mr. A. E. Preston, an 
English antiquarian in the British Record Office. 
Printed by William Caxton, England’s earliest 
adept of the new art, the indulgence is dated 
Westminster, December 13, 1476, “and is a grant 
by John, Abbot of Abingdon, Papal Nuncio in 
England, to Henry Langley and Katherine, his 
wife, of the diocese of London, of the Jubilee In- 
dulgence and the indulgence for contributing 
to the fleet against the Turks, together with 
faculty to choose a confessor who may bestow on ~ 
them plenary indulgence once only, in the hour 
of death.” 


The text says: “We therefore, inasmuch as 
you have gone to the place by us appointed for 
obtaining the grace of the jubilee, and with con- 
trite hearts have humbly confessed your sins to 
the confessors appointed by us to this end, and | 
also you have contributed a competent sum to © 
a naval expedition and the maintenance of a fleet 
against the faithless Turks, the enemies of the 
Christian religion, from the means granted to you | 
by God (by a happy trafficking changing earthly — 
things into heavenly, the perishable into the — 
abiding), declare by the apostolic authority © 
which we exercise in these parts the fullest re- 
mission of all your sins. . . .” zx 

A correct estimate of the legitimate purpose of 
this indulgence is impossible without knowledge 
of the significance of the contemporary advance | 
of the Turks toward the heart of Europe. Con- 
stantinople had been captured by them (A. D. 
1453) and they were making ready to continue 
their triumphs. Ultimately the Balkan and Hun- 
gary Sect ar by them and the danger tha 
the crescent should vanquish the Cross at lea 
in Continental Europe was not defin . 
ished until after the great naval vi 
Lepanto, or perhaps even the relief of 
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century later. It was therefore a crusade, a holy war 
to save Europe, for which the people were asked 
to contribute, while the possible reward for their 
alms was a spiritual one. 


The Fruitful May Fill the Earth 


A recent issue of the Vossische Zeitung of Ber- 
Jin, the very same paper which was formerly nick- 
named “Auntie Voss” because of its ultra con- 
servative attitude, contained what would seem to 
many a preposterous contention. Referring to the 
comparatively unoccupied land of Canada, Aus- 
tralia and other parts of the British Empire, the 
paper points out “Europe’s right to the use and 
development of these empty but fertile and healthy 
regions of the British Empire.” 

“What right,” it is asked, “has Great Britain to 
keep her Dominions empty?” and the proposal is 
made that there should be “some arrangement by 
which the League of Nations would take charge 
of settling the vacant spaces of the Dominions.” 

While the countries concerned will, of course, 
reject the very thought of such an eventuality as 
entirely out of the question, the fact remains that 
the prolific nations of the world may some day, and 
that day may not be so very far off, contend for 
the right to occupy waste or undeveloped land 
in those quarters of the globe whose inhabitants 
have chosen to restrict their number according to 
the selective process suggested by Malthus. That is 
one side of the questign those favoring neo-Mal- 
thusianism seem not to take into consideration, 
partly because their selfishness blinds them to the 


evil consequences of their immoral action, and ¢ 


partly because they are ignorant of history. 


Contemporary Opinion 


The family which uses its wealth to isolate itself 
from the life and needs and services of the com- 
munity, is also a social problem. c 

Tuomas D. Exiot*) 


Caveat emptor is not quite dead. As long as 
“women crave youth and beauty, despite advancing 
_ years, there will be clever advertising men who will 
take delight in exploiting them. As long as men 
are willing to believe that culture can be acquired 
By short cuts, there will be smooth, smiling book 
agents who will take their orders for just as many 
yards of books as they seem to require. As long 
as sales of any product sink below the level set by 
the board of directors, the sales manager will inject 
steam into his men and attempt to convert them into 
“go-getters.” . . . The consumer is the supreme 
court. Must he beware? Must a mouse beware of 


WILLIAM FEATHER, 
# in Atlantic Monthly") 


ssor of Sociology, Northwestern University. 


- 


wal 


ts -1)“Unemployment: The 1928 Variety.” 


All high-school students and some parents who 
have not yet forgotten their school work know that 
Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin. How many 
know who invented the moving conveyor which is 
revolutionizing production technique under our 
noses? This invention is perhaps the most distinc- 
tive in the last hundred years, and yet the man 
out of whose brain it grew is completely unknown. 
No other invention has so completely changed the 
technique and tempo of production. It has been 
influential in causing the second industrial revolu- 
tion which is going on around us and which is so 
close to us that we are almost unaware that it is 
going on. This industrial revolution is producing 
more goods with less man power and is creating a 
new kind of unemployment. 


E. S. Grece, in Barron’s*) 


With the Negro established in the industrial cen- 
ters of the North, what is to become of our planta- 
tions and our single-crop system which requires 
such vast armies of men to cultivate it? That the 
world needs cotton we all know. That the South 
needs vast armies of men to produce it we also 
know. That it must be produced by different meth- 
ods and cultivated far more intensively than was 
done under the old slipshod methods that prevailed 
prior to the advent of the weevil—we know that, 
too. ‘That the Negro needs and is determined to 
have schools, good wages, justice, and all those 
many and complex things that go to make up life 
in civilized America we are being forced to know. 
And further, we know that he is migrating to the 


- North that he may find these things which he failed 


to find in the South. 
Let’s stop being stupid! 
Howarp Snyper, in Plain Talk?) 


I recall being asked something over a year ago 
to contribute to a symposium on the installment 
system to be published by one of the leading maga- 
zines of business. I wrote that just as a man 
earning a certain amount had a certain cash buying 
power—so he could carry a certain total of install- 
ment contracts; that as soon as the proper relation- 
ship of his installment contracts to his income was 
lost sight of he must either withdraw money from 
the bank, lower his standard of living, or go into 


debt. I ventured the opinion that a man who earned 


forty dollars’a week and entered into an installment 
contract calling for a weekly payment of two dollars 
had, for that week, stimulated production by in- 
creasing consumption, but that his buying power 


-and his installment purchasing power must be en- 


compassed within $38 the next week; that the only 
way to permanently increase production was_ 
through a permanent increase of consumption made 
possible by increase of wages. My contribution v 
never published. It may be that we have reacl 
what would seem to be a more or less inevi 


2) March, 1928: Why the Negro is Moving No 
<< “Sh ae 
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stage in the development of the installment system 
—a withdrawal of savings and a failure to save— 
in order to kéep pace with the installment require- 
ments. 
Roy F. BERGENGREN, 
in The Bridge. 


The most earnest discussion at Jerusalem related 
to the pressure of the industrial situation upon the 
weak and the defenseless—a problem that was seen 
to be common to the Occident and the Orient. The 
West came in for some healthy berating from both 
Westerners and Orientals, and it was shown again 
and again how handicapped the missionary is be- 
cause men of his own race go to the same lands, 
introducing the vices of Western civilization and 
the type of industrialism against which in America, 
England and Germany the workers are themselves 
protesting and working. 

Representative delegates from America and Great 
Britain frankly acknowledged the shortcomings of 
their own lands. Bishop McConnell of the Metho- 
dist Church, who resides in Pittsburgh and is one 
of the most outspoken church leaders, confessed 
that he came from a nation which is, in many re- 
spects, pagan. ‘We subscribe to the doctrine of 
militarism, to the god of nationalism, and have 
given ourselves over to the pursuit of wealth,” he 
said. “We should not be complacent regarding 
paganism wherever we see it.” 

Howarp A. BripGMAN?) 


For good or ill the cities now hold the key to the 
political future of the United States. No matter 
how much we may regret that more than half of our 
people now live in cities, regret will not alter the 
condition nor stop the drift of population cityward. 
We may as well face the stubborn fact that America 
is today predominantly urban and is ‘destined to 
become still further urbanized. 


This means that the prevailing political standards 
of the future will be those established by the cities. 
There, as a result of their experience with their 
local governments, the attitude of a majority of our 
people toward order, peace, and freedom, toward 
everything relating to public affairs, will be deter- 
mined. 


Thus, the outlook for municipal government is 
the outlook for democracy in generat. If we may 
reasonably look forward to the future of city gov- 
ernment with hope, then the future of popular gov- 
ernment in America may be regarded as reasonably 
secure. If, on the contrary, popular government 
may be expected to fall under urban conditions, the 
future of political democracy is dark indeed. 


A. R. Harton?) 


1) From an article, “As [Protestant] Missionaries at 
Jerusalem Conference View Their Growing World,” in 
the N. Y. Times, April 6. 

2) Consulting Spesiaist on Municipal Government; 
_ author of Cleveland City Manager Charter. 
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Land and capital in their turn have held the | 
community to ransom, and now credit is the great | 
idol before which all must fall down and worship. | 
Trusts are rapidly growing up, and all industries | 
are being vastly overcapitalized, and that by money | 
which exists only as book-entries, but upon which | 
interest, created by labor, must be paid. The whole 
world has become jndustrialized. . . . It follows, 
therefore, that Free Trade and Tariff Reform are 
obsolete political shibboleths. 


: 
Science and invention have solved the problems 
of production. ‘The wealth of the world is enor- 
mous, yet the gulf between the small class of wealth- 
getters and the large class of wealth-producers is 
deeper than ever. Add to this the enormous inter- 
est which has to be earned on watered capital, sums 
so large that they cannot be spent even on luxuries, 
but demand reinvestment, and it follows that capi- 
talism must break down or, as Mr. Cook*) puts it, 
world bankruptcy must result. 


C. P. LeHuray, in Blackfriars?) 


The obligation of every owner to take all due 
means to insure that his property shall not be a 
source of evil either to himself or to his fellows, 
should be plain. But big business has obscured it. 
When corporations corrupt public officials, or op- 
press the worker, either by denying him the right 
to join a union, or by paying him less than a liv- 
ing wage, it is the duty of every stockholder to 
protest. When “non-action” is equivalent to ap- 
proval of these iniquitous measures, his moral ob- 
ligation becomes doubly grave. 


We are well aware that not every stockholder has 
a vote. But he has a voice. A voice in the wilder- 
ness encourages others to raise their protest, and 
the united protest even of non-voting stockholders 
will not be without its effect. ‘Too long has that 
destructive policy “Well, what can I do?” been al- 
lowed to sustain big business in its policy of greed, 
dishonesty-and oppression. When all of us do what 
we can the day of deliverance is at hand. 


America 


Some group in this country, either Senate or 
Cabinet, must give its attention to the destruction 
of the great middle class that is taking place as 
wealth is concentrated into the hands of a few; 
a prosperity that is enriching the few and is de- 
fended by this Administration. We are not pros- 
perous; the unhealthy situation in this country is — 
a growing menace, and the saddest part of it is 
that no one will admit it. 


Davin I. WALSH, 4 
U.S. Senator, from Massachusetts 


1) A. J. Cook, Secretary, Miners Federation of Great 
Britain. 

?) From an article, “The Economic Philosophy of Mr. 
Jih, Cook? 
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SOCIAL REVIEW 


CAVHOLIC ACTION 
The “Union Romandi des Corporations chretien- 
nes-sociales” held its 15th annual Congress early in 
May at Monthey, in the Vallese. 


The chief purpose of this organization, which has 
branches in the French cantons of Switzerland, is the 
restoration of the Christian social order. 


The Jesuits at Batavia (Dutch East Indies) have 
commenced a Catholic daily newspaper, the Koerier, 
which promises to be of capital importance in for- 
warding the Catholic Action movement which al- 
ready has reached proportions of splendid promise 
in the island. 


The Council of the League of Nations, as a re- 
sult of the Economic Conference held this year, has 
appointed a new Advisory Economic Commission. 
Among the Labor representatives appointed to mem- 
bership is J. S. Serrarens, the General Secretary 
of the International Organization of Christian 
(Catholic) Trade Unions. 


A movement is on foot to form an Evidence 
Guild in Ceylon after the pattern of the English 
Guild. 

The various Catholic Associations in the island have 
been circularized on the subject, and there is reason to 
hope, says the Bombay Examiner, “that many will enlist 
themselves in this noble cause, which is a form of lay 
apostolate which has done so much to further the in- 
terests of the Faith in England.” 


Through the good offices of a Japanese priest in 
Tokyo, a service center where Catholic seamen may 


have their Apostleship cards signed and issued, has. 


been established at Yokohama. 

Rey. F. Lemoine is the priest in charge of the Church 
at 44 Yamate, Yokohama, where this service has been 
arranged for. Similar arrangements are also being made 
at Kobe; Rev. F. Farges, Catholic Mission, Nakayamate, 
‘Kobe. 


An entirely successful “Social Week” was con- 
ducted by the C. Y. M. S. Federation of Ireland 
from April 23 to April 29. Its chief feature was 
‘the excellent series of lectures delivered by Herr 
Serrarens, Secretary General of the International 
Federation of Christian Trade Unions. In addi- 
tion to his opening discourse on “Socialism and 
Communism,’ he delivered two others—one on 
“The International of Christian Trade Unions” 
and the other on “Catholic Activities in Holland.” 
| A commendable feature of the lectures was the num- 

‘ber of the Irish Labor leaders—non-Catholic as well as 
Catholic—who attended and spoke, and the general attitude 
of friendliness manifested by them towards the visitor. 
Senator Farren, who moved the vote of thanks at one of 


the lectures, extended a welcome to Herr Serrarens on be- 
‘half of Irish Labor, whose aims he said were almost iden- 


PROPAGANDA 

Charles Lee Smith, President of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Atheism, 
was fined $100 with the alternative of spending 
30 days in jail by a special sessions court judge 
in New York on May 21 on his conviction of an- 
noying Dr. John Roach Straton by mailing him 
propaganda against his wishes. Smith was taken 
to the Tombs to start serving his sentence, but 
the fine was paid after he had served a day and a 
night. 


Smith’s attorney stated that the fine was paid under 
protest and that an appeal will be taken. He claimed 
that Smith was convicted under an erroneous interpre- 
tation of Section 551 of the penal code which refers to 
threatening letters. None of the letters sent by Smith 
to Dr. Straton was threatening. Smith’s stated purpose 
in sending propaganda of his organization to Dr. Straton 
was to convert the latter to “sanity” on the questions of 
sex and religion. 


The American Civil Liberties Union is in touch with 
Smith’s counsel and is seriously considering giving its 
support to the appeal. “In our present. understanding 
of the case,” said Forrest Baily, a director of the Union, 
in a statement issued on May 23, “the conviction of Mr. 
Smith involves the question of the right of propaganda. 
If, under a proper construction of the statute, the sender 
of lawful propagandistic mail matter is liable to convic- 
tion on the mere claim by the recipient that he is an- 
noyed, it is interesting to speculate upon how far Mr. 
Smith himself would get in the prosecution of people 
who have repeatedly sent him ‘annoying’ letters.” 


GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP 


The sale of the Australian Commonwealth Line, 
executed in April, relieves Australia of the burden 
of continual losses suffered since the inauguration 
of the Line in 1916. The original cost of the large 
number of vessels, many of which were either built 
or bought at high prices, was £14,888,000, and 
when the fleet was taken over by the newly formed 
Shipping Board in 1923 it was valued at 
£4,718,000. The sale of certain vessels realized 
£623,000, so that the depreciation of the fleet 
down to 1923 amounted to £9,547,000. After- 
wards many of the ships were sold, until the fleet 
was reduced to the seven which have now been 
transferred to the White Star and Aberdeen Lines. 


In spite of these capital losses the working of the ships 
continued to be extremely expensive. From September, 
1923, down to the end of March, 1927, the total loss on 
working was £1,918,000. Large sums became owing to 
the Treasury in respect of interest on money borrowed. 
On March 31, 1927, the amount due to the Treasury in 
respect of borrowed money was £830,000, of which only 
one item had been repaid, leaving £818,000 due to the 
Treasury. =— 


In incurring heavy losses through its shipping venture, 
Australia has not been exceptional. Losses on State ship- 
ping ventures have been the rule. The British Government 


built a large number of vessels during the War, but, very 
wisely, the Government of that day recognized the acqui- 
sition of the ships as an emergency war measure, sold the — 
vessels when prices were high, and left British owners to 
‘bear the heavy depreciation of values which soon set in. 


‘tical with those of the organization represented by the 
~Jecturer. ‘He did not, however, believe that any necessity 
existed in Ireland for the formation of trade unions on a 
‘religious basis, since about 95 per cent of the members of 
rish trade unions were intensely Catholic. “4 
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THE ECAS TE SYS DEM 


A case in which nine Brahmins murdered an- 
other Brahmin because he had tried to improve 
the condition of the Depressed Classes came _ be- 
fore the Allahabad High Court, according to a 
Correspondent of the London Times, who, on April 
26, sent his paper the following information on the 
“Fate of a Reformer”: 

Sandar Singh and eight others, high caste Hindus, ap- 
pealed against the sentence of transportation for life passed 
on them by the Sessions Judge at Mainpuri, who had 
found them guilty of the murder of Ramsarup, also a 
Brahmin, Their victim had annoyed the orthodox Hindus 
of his village by attempting to raise the Chamars, and 
other members of the depressed classes, whom he allowed 
to wait on him, fetch his water, and cut his vegetables. 
When the Chamars complained to him that their offerings 
had been refused by the Brahmins at the village temple, 
he advised them to build their own temple, and assisted 
them to do so. This led to legal proceedings by the other 
side, and it was alleged that the nine appellants had gone 
to Ramsarup’s house and called him out to discuss a com- 
promise. When Ramsarup apeared the appellants had im- 
mediately begun to beat him with lathis (iron-shod staves). 
Ramsarup’s wife, who intervened, was pushed aside, and 
the appellants had eventually killed him. Before this at- 
tack Ramsarup had had to separate from his father and 
other relatives, who had quarreled with him owing to 
his behavior towards the Chamars. 


CIVIL STRIFE 

Before the Senate Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce the president of the Pittsburgh Coal Com- 
pany, J. D. A. Morrow, declared on May 1: “All 
the $800,000 expenses for police and deputies, to 
which this company has been put since it 
started- its mines on an open shop basis, has 
been made necessary by the presence and ac- 
tivities of pickets, organizers and representatives 
of the United Mine Workers of America. ‘They 
are there, they say, for the purpose of ‘peaceful 
persuasion.’ Much of this so-called ‘persuasion’ is 
nothing more than the most brutal intimidation. It 
includes constant picketing, assaults upon employes, 
threats of violence, insults to women, destruction of 
the homes of our employes and even the murder of 
non-union workmen.” 

The coal and iron police are maintained, Mr. Morrow 


said, because the company is “compelled to protect its 
men and property.” The cost for the force in 1925 was 


given as $22,882; in 1926, as $199,560, and in 1927, as — 


$472,260. Most of the police were said to be “trained and 
experienced,’ and Mr, Morrow declared that “the men of 
our force have exercised great restraint and patience in 
the face of insult, provocation and even assault by union 
sympathizers.” 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
_ Figures based on a survey by Fred J. Hartman, 
‘Director of the Department of Education of the 
d Typothetae of America, show that there are 
schools of printing in the United States and 
with an estimated enrollment of 150,000. 


ed that twenty years ago there were 
tthy of the name in all of North 
a nd iv | 


rahi 


150,000 students of printing may cause some fear in the 
minds of members of the industry of an over-supply of 
workmen, it is well to remember that of these 150,000 
students hardly more than 20,000 will ever become printers. 


A large percentage of the enrollment as shown by the 
survey is distributed among elementary, junior high and 
high schools in the public school program. The percent- 
ages of these students choosing printing as a trade will 
likely be very small. The Typothetae Bulletin further says 
that printing, as taught in the elementary and high schools, © 
is usually conducted solely for its cultural and educational | 
values, 


LABOR INTERNATIONAL : 


At the conference at Leicester, England, on April | 
10 of the British National Union of Enginemen, 
Fireman, Mechanics, and Electrical Workers, the 
power workers’ group of the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union, a resolution was passed ap- 
proving of the decision of the executive to become 
affiliated to the International Federation of Engine- 
men and Firemen. 

It was explained that this meant the setting up for 
the first time of an international federation for the crafts 
represented in the union, there being attached to it engine- 
men and firemen’s unions in England, Germany, Holland, 
Denmark, Belgium, and Czechoslovakia. In his presi- 
dential address Mr, E. Simpson said he did not think 
industrial peace would come unless the present basis of 
industry was changed. 


CHAIN STORES 
The Circuit Court of Allegheny County, Mary- 
land, has sustained an injunction against enforce- 
ment of the anti-chain store law recently passed 
by the Maryland legislature. This closely follows 
a favorable decision for chain stores in North 
Carolina in a similar case. 


A drug-store chain that will rank second in size 
to the country-wide chain of United Drug Co. is 
to be established by United Cigar Stores interests — 
through a subsidiary company, according to rumors 
in New York. ; dig 


About 15 or 20 of the best locations of Happiness Candy - 
stores, which are controlled by United Cigar interests, 
will form nuclei around which the proposed drug-store 
chain will be built. ee 


It is said the new company, through which drug stores 
are to be promoted, will be capitalized at between $25,- 
000,000 and $30,000,000 and there shall probably be som 
as financing, according to an official of United Cigar — 

tores. n - 


CAPITAL AND LABOR 
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isoll said. “Most of the employers see this, and I think 
ithey see it more clearly since the last strike than they 
idid before. They are not rejoicing over the weakness of 
the union. On the contrary, they are feeling the sharp 
edge of unfair competition from substandard and unree 
ulated shops, and particularly from those that have as- 
isumed no contractual obligations whatever.” 


FEMALE WAGE WORKERS 

About 400 women, representing various labor 
agroups, met on May 19th at Irving Plaza Hall, New 
)York City, and organized the New York Working- 
\Women’s Federation, described as “a permanent, 
sunited, strong organization of working women of 
jall trades and occupations to defend the interests 
20f working-women everywhere.” 

Miss Juliet Stuart Poyntz, as temporary Chairman of 
ithe conference, said the organization was a move to better 
yworking conditions among women and “to stop the ter- 


rrible speeding up of industry which saps the vitality of 
“workers.” 


In the course of her remarks Miss Poyntz asserted that 
semployers in New York City do not hesitate to offer com- 
apetent stenographers $12 and $15 a week and shop girls 
»$10. The amounts paid in salaries to working girls, she 
ssaid, “are not enough to live on or even to die on.” Girls 
4are compelled, she said, to eat meager lunches which have 
¢no nourishing value at soda fountains because their salaries 
sare insufficient to afford better food. 


PUBLIC DEBTS 

California’s bonded indebtedness increased more 
‘than $39,000,000 during the fiscal year ended June 
/30, 1927, it has been reported by Ray L. Riley, 
‘State Controller. This figure includes the indebted- 
sness of state, county and municipal governments.. 
Total bonded debt at the close of the fiscal year was 
| $711,186,104.09, and of this amount $104,808,500 
}is against the state, $329,844,041 against the mu- 
)nicipalities and $276,533,563 against the counties. 

In explaining these figures, Mr. Riley said, in part: 
“In 1927 the outstanding public bonds equaled 7 per cent 
»of the non-operative roll, as compared with 4 per cent 
/in 1911, or an increase of 403 per cent in 16 years. In 
‘this same period, the value of property that is assessed 
sand taxed for the retirement of bond issues, interest, 
setc., increased only 212 per cent. Receipts from taxes in- 
-creased 342 per cent, and receipts from licenses increased 
92 per cent.” 


STANDARDIZATION 


A sufficient number of written acceptances hav- 
‘ing been received for Simplified Practice Recom- 
‘mendation No. 14, Roofing Slate, recently revised 
by the industry, the Division of Simplified Practice 
of the Department of Commerce, announces that 
the project is now in effect, as of February 1, 1928, 
subject to annual revision or reaffirmation by the 


industry. 
Eighty per cent of the known manufacturers, distrib- 
utors, and organized users must accept the recommenda- 


ttment of Commerce. 

‘his recommendation was originally developed January 

1924, and has been in effect with satisfactory results 
July 1, 1924. A factual survey conducted by the 

1g committee revealed an average degree of ad- 

. to the recommendation of 98 yer cent. This 


were 98 items in use. 


— > oe f te Lee 


in writing before it can be placed in effect by the 


a simplified list of 48 items, whereas | 


CO-OPERATION 


Summer schools have become part of the recog- 
nized educational activities of the co-operative 
movement. ‘This year there will be educational holi- 
days for young co-operators of Great Britain at 
Southport, Woolwich, and Evesham; schools for 
adults at Scarborough, Belfast, Folkestone, London, 
and the Isle of Wight, and at Hamburg an inter- 
national co-operative school is being organized dur- 
ing July. 

The International Co-Operative Alliance, the British 
Co-Operative Union, and the Central Union of the German 
Distributive Societies are co-operating to make the school 


a distinctly educational event, and to add to the pleasure 
of the co-operative year. 


CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS 


M. Albert Thomas, Director of the International 
Labor Office at Geneva, has forwarded to Herr 
Kaiser, the President of the German Christian 
Workers’ Syndicates, a letter in which he recognizes 
the merits of the Christian organizations for the 
Rhine workers. 

The impressions received from visits to Cologne, Duis- 
burg, and Essen were extremely satisfying. In those places, 
and also at Hamburg and Frankfort, he noticed that the 
Christian Trades Unionists regarded their organizations 
as having a cultural significance, in addition to being con- 
cerned with material interests. 


INSTALLMENT PLAN 
Chicago’s largest furniture house, with 10 retail 
stores in that city, has adopted the policy of auto- 
mobile dealers by announcing its willingness to take 


in old furniture as part payment for new. 


The offer was made as a special service for “moving 
week” (May 1). “Save the cost of moving your old, 
unwanted furniture,” it urged. “We will call for it 
while delivering your new furniture to your new home.” 

Old furniture is appraised by the dealer according to 
the value in the used furniture market, the announcement 
stated. The full amount of appraisal is credited against 
the new purchase. 


- CAPITALISTIC OBSOLESCENCE 


Discussing the present business outlook of Bruns- 
wick-Balke-Collender Co., B. E. Bensinger, Presi- 
dent, is said by Barron’s Weekly to have declared: 

“We have arranged with Radio Corp. of America to 
offer for sale to our dealers straight radio sets in addi- 
tion to Panatropes and Panatrope radiolas. Prospects for 
radio sales are good. The change from battery to socket 
power has created an_ entirely new market. Every avenue 
of radio distribution is open to new types. There are about 
7,000,000 radio sets in operation in United States, of 
which 6,500,000 are obsolete.” 


wv 


HOURS OF WORK 3 
According to a report prepared by the Ministry _ 
of Labor on the hours of effective work in the Bel- | 
gian mines, the period in more than half the pits _ 
amounts, after deductions for meal-times, to be- 
tween six and six and a half hours. — 
_ For underground workers it is less than six hours, and 
in certain collieries the period of effective work is le 
than five and three-quarters hours. . 


i 


The Reverend Joseph Wissel C. 
SS. R., Redemptorist Missionary 
V. 

Seminary Days at Fordham 

In the beginning of his seminary days Wissel had 
no desire to enter a religious order. Several times 
during his philosophical course, however, he was 
approached by Father Doubresse, S. J., and urged 
to join the Society of Jesus. “After I was received 
into the seminary and before the question of paying 
my tuition was settled, Father Doubresse, S. J., 
talked to me about joining the Society of Jesus. But 
I did not feel inclined to do so and Father Pott- 
geisser, whose advice I sought, would not hear of 
it. . . Father Doubresse talked ‘Jesuit’ to me in the 
house, on walks, at confessions, everywhere; he 
was convinced that it was my vocation.’”°) 

In his first year of theology the inclination for 
religious life began to grow upon him. He had de- 
cided not to be a Jesuit and his thoughts began to 
turn toward the Redemptorists, as he tells us in 
his memoirs: “I felt a great liking for that Order, 
especially since they devoted themselves with such 
zeal to work for the most abandoned souls in out- 
of-the-way places. I liked very much to visit the 
Church and Rectory on Third street. Although the 
Fathers were very busy, they always made me wel- 
come. . . I liked them because they were Germans, 
and I somewhat dreaded the ministry in Engish. To 
have a pretext for going there, I one day went to 
ask to be enrolled in the four scapulars®®). . . from 
that day a change came over me, that I could not 
account for. I longed to become a Redemptorist.’’??) 

About this time also Joseph Wissel procured 
copies of Saint Alphonsus’ well-known works: 
“Visits to the Blessed Sacrament”, “The Great Means 
of Salvation” and “The Glories of Mary.” He 
remarks in his memoranda: “After reading them I 
sometimes just felt like running away from the 
seminary and joining a religious order.’*?) 

In the Spring of 1851 a great mission was opened 
in Saint Joseph’s Church, Sixth Avenue, New York. 
The Reverend Joseph McCarron was then Rector. 
It was conducted by the great Father Bernard, with 
the able assistance of Fathers Walworth, Hecker 
and Hewitt. One evening the young seminarian and 
his brother John were present at the services. 
Father Hecker said the Rosary and Father Wal- 
worth preached a very eloquent sermon on the ‘“‘Re- 
newal of Baptismal Vows.” Joseph Wissel’s voca- 
tion was settled. In his memoirs at this time we 
find the following. remark : “I saw the work to which 
I was called, at least I hada glimpse of it. But I 
kept my thoughts to myself.’*) STi 

In the following February, 1852, orders were re- 


29) Wissel Diary, 1851. — 

30) The fifth had not then been introduced, | 
_ 81) Wissel Diary, 1851. 
_ 82) Wissel Diary, 1850, 


88) Ibid. 1851. 


HISTORICAL MISCELLANIES 


not take this oath while I contemplated leaving afte 


fore. Father Blettner then urged me to carry out 1 
plans at once and he sent me into the city to s 


_. &4) Ibid., 1852, 


ceived from the Archbishop that Joseph Wissel and 
his classmates should prepare for Ordination. Short- 
ly before the retreat preparatory to ordination, our 
young levite knelt at the feet of Father Toucher, 
S. J., for his usual weekly confession. Confession 
over, he turned to the zealous follower of Ignatius 
and said: “Father, do you think I can safely be or- 
idained a secular?” “No,” replied the good Jesuit, 
“you must not become a secular priest. . . your voca- 
tion is to be a Redemptorist. There is a branch of 
that order in New York. Go there! You must join 
then °*) 

Could the Holy Ghost speak more plainly to Joseph 
Wissel? Could God manifest His Will in a clearer 
manner? Although he had never before mentioned 
a word about his vocation to Father Toucher, never- 
theless the good priest, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
gave his decision at once. “I never said a word to 
him about my vocation, but simply made my come 
fession. I resolved to finish my theological course, 
be ordained and remain about five years on the mis- 
sion as a secular priest. In the meantime I resolved 
to save all the money I could; pay what was laid 
out for me at the seminary and then join the Re- 
demptorists.”**)—Man proposes but God disposes. 

Two obstacles now stood in the way of his enter- 
ing religion. In 1850 his parents had left Bavaria 
and had come to the New World. They settled first 
in lower Manhattan and later in Williamsburgh. 
Joseph was their eldest son and of course they looked 
to him for financial assistance. As a secular priest 
he could be their support and comfort in their de- 
clining years. But how would they regard his be- 
coming a religious priest and apparently abandon- 
ing them? The thought too, of leaving the saintly 
prelate who had befriended him, caused him no 
little worry. How could he desert him now? Hun- 
dreds of Germans were awaiting his ministry. His 
field of labor had already been marked out for him. 
“It was decided that I should take charge of the 
Germans at Poughkeepsie and Rondout and should 
build temporary structures in both places, that would 
serve as church and school at the same time.’’?*) 

However, God must be obeyed rather than man. 
Wissel communicated Father Toucher’s decision to 
the Reverend Father Blettner, S. J., who was then! 
president of the seminary. Father Blettner was of 
the same opinion and ordered him to see Father 
Bernard, the Redemptorist Provincial, who was ther 
in New York. “T told Father Blettner what Father 
Toucher said. He told me that he had always he 
the same opinion . .. that I must go now, befo 
taking the oath to remain in the diocese, as I cou 


wards. It had never appeared to me in that light t 


35) Wissel Diary, 1851, rv 
88) Ibid, 1852, 
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‘Father Bernard, the Provincial, who as he said, 
was then in town.’*") At the same time Joseph 
1otified his parents of his intended step and argued 
that they could lay no particular claim to him, while 
40d called him elsewhere. 

The next day he called on Father Bernard at the 
Holy Redeemer Rectory on Third Street. The 
rzreat missionary agreed to accept the young postu- 
lant, if matters could be settled with the Archbishop. 
‘Before returning to Fordham the young seminarian 
went to see the Archbishop. His Grace received 
him very kindly and, although a little disappointed 
on learning the young man’s intention, he encour- 
aged him, saying: “I will not stand between you 
and your vocation. If God is calling you elsewhere, 
go and may His blessing be with you. Be a good 
‘Redemptorist.”*8) The obstacle was surmounted, 
Joseph was in high spirits. 

He returned to the seminary jubilant over the out- 

come of his interviews with the Redemptorist and 
Diocesan Superiors. On his arrival, however, he 
found a very severe letter awaiting him from his 
parents. They said: “You have frustrated all the 
expectations for which we have come to America 
and you shall answer for your conduct before the 
tribunal of God.’*®) They would never consent to 
vhis entering a religious order. Wissel threw himself 
on his bed and wept bitterly. During these moments 
sof intense grief, the words of the Gentle Master 
came home to him forcibly: “He that loveth father 
and mother more than me, is not worthy of me.’*°) 
He arose a stronger man and determined at all costs 
‘to follow the path God pointed out to him. Un- 
known to his companions, he packed his belongings 
nd quietly slipped away to the Third street con- 
vent. Here he stayed for a few days awaiting his 
formal notice of acceptance from Father Bernard 
in Baltimore. 
Out of love for his parents he determined to visit 
them and thus assuage the grief of his departure. 
Great was his surprise when, arriving at Williams- 
burgh, he found that the Mighty God, who controls 
1 wills without compelling them, had completely 
changed the heart of his parents, so that they were 
ow most willing to have him become a religious. 
oward evening Joseph took leave of his loved ones 
nd returned to the city, his heart overflowing with 
love and gratitude to God: “Who ordereth all things 
sweetly.””47) 


im. A few days later, March 11, 1852, he left New 
ork for the Redemptorist Novitiate, then located 
t Saint Alphonsus, Baltimore. Here aspirants to 
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer were 
horoughly grounded in the principles of religious 
life. “Thursday, the 11th of March, I went to Balti- 
ore. Father Rumpler came to the Parlor to take 
e down to supper. He said to Father Bernard: 
‘Es ist der, den ich gemeint habe’ (he is the one I 
leant). He had seen me in New York a year before 


| 87) Thid., 1852, ee 
_ 38) Wissel Diary, 1852. 39) 1852. 
ahs 41) Wisden S11. 
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_.At Third Street his letter of acceptance awaited : 


| ' 42) Wissel Diary, 1852. 


when the cornerstone of the church on Third Street 
was laid.” The very same evening, Wissel entered 
into the solitude of retreat and for the next fifteen 
days communed alone with God. In his diary he 
remarks: “I received the Redemptorist Habit on 
March 26, 1852, which I hope never to lay aside, 
but to be buried in it.’’4?) 

Once clothed in the Habit of the Congregation 
of the Most Holy Redeemer, Joseph Wissel entered 
into the spirit of the novitiate with the greatest ardor 
and submitted most readily to all its requirements. 
The Redemptorist Novice is called upon to closely 
imitate Our Blessed Savior. Like Him he is to lead 
a life of self-denial and mortification. By reason 
of this daily self-renunciation, Joseph was always 
happy as he tells us in his diary: “I never was 
tempted to leave and was extremely happy at all 
times.”**) ‘Thus he passed cheerfully through his 
period of probation and in March, 1853, he was 
sent to Saint Peter’s, Philadelphia, to prepare for 
ordination and religious profession. 

Maurice A. Driscouu, C. SS. R. 


Erzabt Bonifaz Wimmer, O. S. B., 
und die Anfange der St. Beme- 
dicts Abtei, Atchison, Kansas. 


(Schluss. ) 


Ein anderer Vorwurf des P. Priors, dass Bischof 
Miége das Reisegeld fiir ihn und seinen Begleiter 
an den Abt sandte und dass es von diesem nicht 
ausgehandigt worden sei, lasst sich heute kaum mehr 
vollends weder beweisen noch entkraften. Doch 


nach den Briefen des Bischofs an den Abt scheint 


fast das Gegentheil stattgefunden zu _ haben. 
Bischof Miége macht verschiedene Male einen Ver- 
gleich zwischen seiner Armuth und den Hilfsmitteln, 
die dem Abte von St. Vincent zu Gebote stiinden. 
Ubrigens war-es gerade jene Zeit, da der Oberhirte 
von Leavenworth ausserordentliche Geldschwierig- 
keiten hatte. Aus den Rechnungsbiichern der Abtei 
ist kein solches Geschenk ersichtlich. Ferner scheint 
die Korrespondenz des Bischofs und des Abtes aus 
jener Zeit die Moglichkeit einer solchen Gabe fast 
auszuschliessen. Abt Bonifaz schrieb am 7. Marz 
1857, dass P. Augustin und Fr. Casimir zu seiner 
Hilfe nach Kansas geschickt wurden. Bischof Miége 
beantwortete diesen Brief am 23. Marz. Aus 
einem anderen Brief des Abtes am 26. Marz ist 
ersichtlich, dass die Missionare schon in einigen 
Tagen abreisen wirden. Die beiden kamen 
bereits am Griindonnerstag, den 9. April, in Leaven- 
worth an. Gerade um jene Zeit wird auch der Brief 
des Bischofs vom 23. Marz in St. Vincent einge- 
troffen sein. Auf jeden Fall kam also das Reise- 
geld zu spat an, wenn es auch abgeschickt wurde, 
denn aus allen Briefen aus jener Zeit ist ersicht- 
lich, dass der Postverkehr zwei bis drei Wochen 
beanspruchte. 5 

Im November 1857 kehrte P. Heinrich Lemke 
von Kansas wieder nach St. Vincent zurtick, und 


43) Ibid., 1852. 
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von dieser Zeit an war P. Augustin der alleinige 
Leiter der Kansas-Missionen. Im September des fol- 
genden Jahres wurde er dann auf dem ersten Gen- 
eralkapitel des Ordens in Amerika zum Prior der- 
selben erwahlt. Abt Bonifaz spendet ihm ofters 
das Lob, dass er ein eifriger, energischer und ttch- 
tiger Verwalter sei, und half ihm noch immer, wo 
er konnte. 


P. Augustin, den schon, wie oben gesagt, sein 
erster Begleiter ein Bettlergenie nannte, scheute sich 
nicht, tiberall anzuklopfen, wo er Gaben zu erhalten 
hoffte: in seinen eigenen Gemeinden, besonders 
Atchison, wohin er das Priorat im Jahre 1858 ver- 
legt hatte, bei anderen Freunden in den Vereinigten 
Staaten, beim Lyoner Missions-Verein, und _be- 
sonders bei Konig Ludwig I. von Bayern und der 
Central-Direktion in Munchen. 


So erhielt er im Jahre 1858 von diesem Verein 
800 fl. und von Koénig Ludwig von Bayern 3000 fl. 
In Bezug aud die letztere Schenkung schrieb Hof- 


kaplan M. Miller an Abt Bonifaz: 
Miinchen, den 21. Oktober, 1858. 


“Am 17, Okt. liess mich S. Majestat Konig Ludwig rufen, 
nachdem er mir zuvor eine Menge Bittschriften zugeschickt 
hatte. Unter diesen befand sich eine von Augustin Wirth 
u. Benedikta Riepp. Ich referierte nur zu Gunsten Ihrer 
Missions-Stationen u. beantragte 2000 fl. fiir Doniphan, 
2000 fl. fiir St. Cloud fiir die Benediktinerinnen, u. ebenso 
2000 fl. fiir die in Erie. Aber S. Majestat wollte nicht 
die Zersplitterung u. deswegen beantragte ich 300. fl. 
fur die Benediktinerinnen in St. Cloud u. 3000 fl. fiir 
Kansas. Letztere werden unmittelbar an Augustin gesendet, 
der die Original-Quittung einschicken wolle.” 

Welche Freude Abt Bonifaz tiber diese Schen- 
kung hatte, druckte er in einem an den koniglichen 
Gonner am 5. April 1859 gerichteten Briefe in 
folgenden Worten aus: 

“Allergnadigster Konig und Protektor! 

“Das Allergnadigste Kabinetsschreiben d. 5, Jan. 1859 
ist mir rechtzeitig zugekommen und ich bin fiir die hochst- 
ermunternde, Allerhuldvollste Anerkennung meiner 
schwachen Bemuhung fir die Verbreitung und Pflege von 
Religion und Wissenschaft, Eurer Koniglichen Majestat 
den gerthrtesten Dank schuldig. Ja das grosse Territory 
Kansas erhalt durch die grossartige Spende des Bayern- 
konigs Ludwig die erste wissenschaftliche Bildungsanstalt 
fiir katholische SOhne, und wohl tiberhaupt die erste klas- 
sische Bildungsanstalt! Denn fiir das Klassische sowohl in 
Wissenschaft, als in Kunst, haben unsere profanen Yankees 
bisher noch wenig Sinn gezeigt. Schon mit dem ersten 
September dieses Jahres kann unsere Anstalt~erdffnet 
werden, es muss nur noch zuvor eine Ordination  statt- 
finden, damit der Prior P, Augustin Wirth, auch ein Bayer 
aus Unterfranken, das nothige Lehrpersonal erhalte. Der 
Zudrang von Studenten wird anfanglich nicht sehr gross 
sein, weil unter der dortigen geringen Bevélkerung ein 
wahres Goldfieber herrscht, seitdem an der Westgrenze 
des Landes, am Pike Peak, einem Auslaufer der Rocky 
Mountains, Gold entdeckt worden; aber ehe eine Sache 
einen guten Fortgang haben kann, muss sie einen 
_ Anfang gehabt haben, und wenn dieser recht gemacht 
ist, fehlt auch der Fortgang nicht. P, Augustin ist ein 
r fahiger, auf den Universitaten von Wiirzburg und 
chen gebildeter und zugleich energischer junger Mann, 
dessen entschiedener Wirksamkeit sich nur glanzende 
-Resultate erwarten lassen. . . .” 

_ Im Jahre 1859 schrieb der eifrige Prior von Kan- 
as wiederum an den Missions-Verein und an Konig 
um erstutzung. Die Hilfe, die er von 


ca : 


in den An 


Te 


schrieb. Er sagte unter anderem in dieser Phili 


getragen mit | 


den Worten: “Fiir das Priorat der PP. Benediktiner 
zu Doniphan, Kansas Territorium: 800 fl.” Dass 
er von Kénig Ludwig fiir dieses Jahr keine Sub- 
vention empfing, hing ganz und gar vom Hofkaplan 
Miiller ab. Dieser schrieb am 25. Okt. 1859 an Abt 


Bonifaz: ; 3 

“Am, 8. Okt. liess mich Konig Ludwig rufen u. tbergab 
mir einen Pack Bittschriften. Von Ihnen war nichts dabei, 
wohl aber von P. Augustin in Kansas. S. Majestat sagte: 
Ich bestimme 6000 fl. fiir die deutschen Missionen. Bezeich- 
nen Sie mir die wiirdigsten u. sagen Sie mir Ihre Ansicht, 
P. Archangelus Gstier in Cincinnati muss 1000 fl. erhalten. 
Ich referierte am 10. ds. u. beantragte 1000 fl. fur Archan- 
gelus, 1000 fl. fiir P. Nicola in Philadelphia, 1000 fl. fur 
die Ursulinerinnen in Louisville u. 3000 fl., nicht fur Abt 
Bonifaz, sondern fur die neue Benediktiner-Station in 
Texas. Ist der Hr. Abt. nicht damit zufrieden? Wie ich 
vorschlug, so hat S. Majestat bewilligt.” : 

Wenige Wochen hernach hielt P. Augustin schon 
wieder beim Konig von Bayern um Unterstutzung 
an. Das geht aus einem anderen Schreiben des 
H. H. Hofkaplans an Abt Bonifaz vom 26. Januar 
1860 hervor. Derselbe schrieb am genannten Tage: 

“Tch beeile mich im Auftrage S. Majestat Konig Ludwigs, 
der mir Ihren Brief zum Lesen zugesendet, Ihnen zu sagen, 
dass ihm Ihr Brief sehr angenehm gewesen sey. Zugleich 
uubersandte er mir eine Bittschrift von P. Augustin Wirth 
in Kansas, deren Abschrift hier anliegt. Majestat ver- 
langte von mir Aufschluss, wie es komme, dass er von 
P. Augustin in wenigen Tagen zweimal ein Schreiben! 
erhalte; dann ob Sie etwas davon wissen. Ferner ob die 
Unterstiitzung denn so dringend sey, dass sie nicht bis 
zum Herbst verschoben werden konne; denn jetzt habe er 
zuviele Ausgaben. Diese Fragen will er beantwortet wissen. 
So sehr S. Majestat dem Benediktiner-Orden geneigt ist, 
so konnte er doch unwillig werden, wenn von allen Bene- 
diktiner - Prioraten an ihn Gesuche kamen. Er sagte: Ich 
habe ihm ja erst 3000 fl. gegeben. Ist er denn von St. 
Vincent getrennt? Ich antwortete: Was das Zeitliche! 
betrifft, so muss P. Augustin allerdings fiir sich selbst: 
sorgen; aber er steht unter der Jurisdiktion von St, Vin- 
cent.—Es freut mich, dass P. Augustin so rithrig ist, aber 
er soll die ergiebigste Quelle nicht verstopfen. Er bettelt 
ja uberall, in Lyon, in den Zeitungen, u. will seinen Abt an’ 
Unternehmungen ubertreffen.” 

Abt Bonifaz antwortete auf diese Anfrage Konig 
Ludwigs sofort und zu Gunsten des P. Augustin. 
Schon am 26, Marz konnte Hofkaplan Miiller an 
den Abt von St. Vincent schreiben: 

“Thren Brief vom 25, Februar erhielt ich am 20. ds. Mts 
Ich ubergab ihn sogleich S. Majestat, der gleich 2000 ff 
anwies, die ich heute an P. Prior Wirth abschickte. Dar 
ersehen Sie, wie dieser Konig die Benediktiner heben will. 

Ob P. Augustin jemals erfuhr, wem er nach der 
Konig selbst diese Spende zu verdanken hatte? Da: 
Folgende scheint fast das Gegentheil zu beweisen! 

Nicht lange darnach schrieb namlich der Pri 
von Kansas einen Brief an Herrn Lebling 
Miinchen, der gewdhnlich die Geldgeschafte de 
Ludwigs-Missions-Vereins besorgte. In die 
Schreiben beklagte er sich sehr itber den Abt 
St. Vincent. Dieser Brief war so verfasst, da 
sogar Hofkaplan Miller auf kurze Zeit an / 
Bonifaz irre wurde und ihm einen herben B 


> 


pika, die er am 12. Januar 1861 von Miinche 
sandte: _ 


“Die Hausgenossen werden seine Feinde : 
die Hi, Schrift, @, soit et 
ae Seler 
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imen .., der der Central-Direktion ein X fiir ein U vor- 
aacht, einen . . , der ihm Geld unterschlagen hat, indem 
c Ihnen nichts schuldig ist, denn das Reisegeld nach Kansas 
atte er_zusammenbetteln miissen u. nicht ein Messkleid 
atten Sie ihm mitgegeben, etc., etc. Nun, wie gefallt 
vhnen das? . . . Sie werden von nun an kein Geld mehr 
ur die Priorate erhalten, sondern es wird ihnen direkt 
lugesandt .. .” 


Es war ganz natiirlich, dass Abt Bonifaz auf 
joleche Anschuldigungen hin eine Erklarung ein- 
andte. Diese richtete er, wie aus dem nachsten 
3riefe des Hofkaplans hervorgeht, an den Prases 
es Ludwigs-Missions-Vereins, den Hochwiirdigsten 
Im. Erzbischof Gregor Scherr, O. S. B., und er- 
‘ielte damit in den Augen seiner Freunde eine volle 
silligung seiner Handlungsweise. Diese seine eigene 
Jertheidigung durfte im Original unter den Briefen 
mm litterarischen Nachlass des genannten Erz- 
pischofes zu finden sein. 

Nach dem Datum zu urtheilen (2. Januar, 1861) 
aatte Abt Bonifaz den oben erwahnten Brief des 
dofkaplans noch nicht erhalten, als schon ein 
vweites Schreiben des P. Augustin in Miinchen bei 
der Central-Direktion eingelaufen war. In diesem 
wiederholte er die oben angedeuteten Anschuldi- 
rungen, und das ist der Brief, welcher kiirzlich im 
\‘Central-Blatte” verdffentlicht wurde. 

Es ist ausser Zweifel, dass der sonst so eifrige 
‘P. Augustin in diesen Briefen ein Schwarzseher 
war hinsichtlich der Thatigkeit des Abtes Bonifaz, 
and zwar nicht aus Abneigung, sondern veranlasst 
durch die Missernte, die damals Kansas bedriickte, 
und die Zahlungs-Schwierigkeiten, die kurz vor dem 
Burgerkriege im ganzen Lande, und besonders in den 
“gweifelhaften Staaten,” herrschten. Das musste 
er denn auch bald aus der Feder seines sonst so 
geneigten Gonners, des Hofkaplans Muller, horen, 
als er seine nachste Eingabe an Konig Ludwig um 
Unterstiitzung in dieser Noth machte. Der Hof- 
kaplan schrieb dartiber an Abt Bonifaz am 16. Marz 
1861 : 

“Zwei Tage nach der Krisis (in einer Krankheit des 
K6nigs) iibersandte er mir 1000 fl. fur P. Augustin Wirth 
in Kansas, der sich an ihn gewandt, weil eine Hungersnoth 
entstanden sey u. die Leute nichts zu essen hatten. Ist das 


nicht ausserordentlich gut? Bei dieser Gelegenheit aber zog 
ich gegen diesen Herrn los u. sagte ihm ttchtig meine 


Meinung; denn das ist ja gegen alle Wirde u. Anstand - 


eines Priesters u. noch dazu eines Benediktiners. Herr 
Erzbischof hat Ihren Brief erhalten. Wenn er auf meinen 
Brief nicht einsieht, wie er gefehlt hat, dann mdchte ich 
an seiner Gesinnung zweifeln. Hier ist nun sein Ansehen 
vernichtet. Ich will nun sehen, was er antwortet. So 
geht es mit den jungen Herren, die alles besser wissen u. 
besser machen wollen als alte erfahrene Leute. Nun steckt 
er in Schulden, obgleich er meint, er wird gleich das 
Meisterstiick seiner Weisheit ablegen. Dass er Abbitte 
leiste, ist nicht mehr als billig.” 

Das war das Urtheil eines Mannes, dem zusam- 
nen mit Abt Bonifaz und Konig Ludwig das 
rosste Verdienst um die Einfithrung des Benedik- 
t-Ordens in den Vereinigten Staaten gebuhrt 
der die Schrift und Gegenschrift der beiden 
behandelten Missionare las. Ein _ gleiches 
heil drangt sich auch dem heutigen Historiker 
ls er noch naher auf diese Korrespondenz 


wollte. =p. Feri Feiner, O. S. B., 
St. Vincent Archabbey, Pa. 
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Collectanea 


In the second volume of “Catholics and the 
American Revolution,” the late Martin I. J. Griffin, 
to whom Catholic historical research owes so much, 
records the names of two Germans, Paul Esling 
and Rudolph Esling, as combatants in that war: 

“Paul Esling, a Philadelphia Catholic, was a private of 
the Third Company of the German Regiment commanded 


by Lieutenant Lewis Wiltner, according to the return of 
the Regiment, March, 1778. (Pa. Ar., 5-3, 797.)” 


“Rudolph Esling, of Philadelphia, gunner of Captain 
Jonas Simond’s Company and also of Captain Lee’s Com- 
pany of Second Artillery of Pennsylvania, commanded by 
Colonel John Lamb, December 25, 1780. He was a wit- 
ness, on July 2, 1767, to the marriage by Father Farmer of 
Emanuel Ohms (Hiolmes) and Margaret Esling. Holmes 
was a Portuguese Catholic and one of the Associators of 
the City of Philadelphia who, on January 21, 1776, was 
buried in St. Mary’s graveyard with military honors. 

“On July 20, 1784, Rudolph Esling was married to Sarah 
Lawton by Father Ferdinand Farmer.” 


Wherever in former times people of our race set- 
tled in America, they founded schools. Frederick 
Law Olmsted, known as an eminent horticultur- 
ist, in his once famous book, “A Journey Through 
Texas; Or a Saddle-Trip on the Southwestern 
Frontier,’ published in 1857, relates that at the 
time there “were in Neu Braunfels and the sur- 
rounding German hamlets five free schools 
for elementary education, one exclusive Roman 
Catholic school, a town free school of higher grade 
and a private classical school. In ail (italicized by 
the author) of these schools English is taught with 
German.”?) 


Considering the great difficulties the founders of 
Neu Braunfels had to overcome after their landing 
in Texas, only ten years prior to Olmsted’s 
visit—there were 304 deaths among the colonists in 
1846—such a record is certainly remarkable and 
creditable. That there should have been a Catholic 
school also is worthy of special mention, since the 
number of Catholics was not at that time great. 


Shortly after leaving Neu Braunfels, Olmsted 
discovered just how well English was taught in 
these schools. Stopping at the house of a German, 
settled near Seguin, the traveller was surprised to 
hear how well a boy of fourteen spoke English, 
and asked where he learned it? “At school in Neu 
Braunfels.” ‘He had attended school, where he 
had been taught English, while his father lived 
there for two years.”?) 

Olmsted further remarks, and this too is worthy 
of note: “Sunday was observed (in Neu Braun- 
fels) more thoroughly as a day of rest from labor 
than we had seen in any town of Texas. The 
stores, except one kept by a New Englander, were 
closed during the day. The people who appeared 


on the streets were well-dressed, quiet and orderly. 


We saw no drunkenness. In the evening there 
were amusements, among them a ball, which the 
Lutheran pastor was expected to attend.”*) 


1) Loc. cit. N. Y., 1857, p. 179. 
2) Loc. cit, p. 181. 3) Loc. cit., p. 186, 


a 


a 
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The Central Verein and Catholic Action 


Officers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 
President, Charles Korz, Butler, N. J. ; 
First Vice-President, Willibald Eibner, New Ulm, Minn. 
Second Vice-President, Rev. Blase Scheffer, St. Louis, 

Mo. 
Third Vice-President, Anthony J. Zeits, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Fourth Vice-President, Mrs. S. C. Wavering, Quincy, 
Ill., Pres. Cath. Women’s Union, U. S. A. 


General Secretary, F. J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, Wis. 
Assistant Secretary, W. Hammeke, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Treasurer, George Korte, St. Louis, Mo. 

Marshal, Michael Weisskopf, St. Paul, Minn. 


Trustees, Michael Deck, St. Louis; E. A. Winkelmann, 
St. Louis; Jos. F. Brockland, St. Louis; Otto H 
Kreuzberger, Evansville, Ind.; Anth. J. Zeits, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; Wm. Siefen, New Haven, Conn.; 
John A. Roehl, Milwaukee, Wis.; Jos. Schifferle, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; John L. Sebald, Baltimore, Md. 


The Executive Committee consists of the Officers, the 
Trustees, the Committee on Social Propaganda, the 
Presidents of the State Leagues, and the following 
five members at large, appointed by the President: 
Rev. Albert Mayer, Mo.; H. Dittlinger, Texas; Chas. 
Hilker, Indiana; Frank Trutter, Illinois, and Stephen 
Junglas, Ohio. 

Hon. President, M. F. Girten, Chicago, III. 

Communications concerning the Central Verein should 
be addressed to the General Secretary, F. J. Dock- 
endorff, 502 14th Street, La Crosse, Wis. 


—$—$—— eee 


All these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
cipal supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
according to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
ticular circumstances of each country, constitute what ts 
generally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 
name:~ Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 

Prius X, 


Fundamentals of Christian 
Solidarism 


On the Unity of the Human Race 


Hookworm, malignant tertian malaria, bacillary 
dysentery, and blackwater fever are some of the 
penalties the South is still paying for the impor- 
tation of African slave labor, Rear Admiral Ed- 
ward R. Stitt, Surgeon General of the U. S. Navy, 
told the Society of Tropical Medicine meeting re- 
cently. Of the many parasitic diseases with which 
Africa is afflicted, hookworm is the most serious in 
its transplanted home in the southern states. A 
restricted area around Charleston, S. C., is infested 
with the parasitic worm that is responsible for 
elephantiasis, a disease widely prevalent in Africa. 
Sleeping sickness, however, though undoubtedly im- 
ported with many slaves, has never taken hold in 
this country on account of the absence of the tse-tse 
fly, its intermediate host. “If, as I am convinced,” 
added Admiral Stitt, ‘yellow fever was introduced 
through slave ships into the United States by in- 
fected mosquitoes, which Stokes has recently shown 
can transmit the disease after three months, we have 
here a curse greater than any of the curses which 
the Egyptians suffered through their enslavement 
of the Jews.” SCIENCE SERVICE 


ae SS ise aot PemgN VaR Oe eye ee eee 


One of Dr. Allison’s Scotch facts struck us much. 
A poor Irish Widow, her husband having died in 
one of the Lanes of Edinburgh, went forth with her 
three children, bare of all resource, to solicit help 
from the Charitable Establishments of that City. 
At this Charitable Establishment and then at that 
she was refused; referred from one to the other, 
helped by none—till she had exhausted them all; 
till her strength and heart failed her: she sank down 
in typhus-fever; died, and infected her Lane with 
fever, so that “seventeen other persons” died of 
fever there in consequence. The humane Physician 
asks thereupon, as with a heart too full for speak- 
ing, would it not have been economy to help this 
poor Widow? She took typhus-fever, and killed 
seventeen of you!—Very curious. The forlorn 
Irish Widow applies to her fellow-creatures, as if 
saying, “Behold I am sinking, bare of help: ye 
must help me! I am your sister, bone of your bone; 
one God made us: ye must help me!” They an- 
swer, ‘No, impossible; thou art no sister of ours.” 
But she proves her sisterhood; her typhus-fever 
kills them: they actually were here brothers, though 
denying it! Had human creature ever to go lower 
for a proof? 


For, as indeed was very natural in such case, all 
government of the poor by the rich has long ago 
been given over to Supply-and-demand, Laissez- 
faire and such like, and universally declared to be 
“impossible.” “You are no sister of ours; what 
shadow of proof is there? Here are our parch- 
ments, our padlocks, proving indisputably our 
money-safes to be ours, and you to have no busi- 
ness with them. Depart! It is impossible !””—Nay, 
what wouldst thou thyself have us do? cry in- 
dignant readers. Nothing, my friends—till you 
have got a soul for yourselves again. ‘Till then 
all things are “impossible.” ‘Till then I cannot even 
bid you buy, as the old Spartans would have done, 
two-pence worth of powder and lead, and compen- 
diously shoot to death this poor Irish Widow: even 
that is “impossible” for you. Nothing is left but 
that she prove her sisterhood by dying, and infect- 
ing you with typhus. Seventeen of you lying dead 
will not deny such proof that she was flesh of your 
pon and perhaps some of the living may lay it to 

eart. 


THomMas CARLYLE!) ~ 


The legal prohibition of begging, which is closely 
associated with the Poor House system, inflicts, 
when it is really enforced, a notable injustice and 
humiliation on multitudes of the honest poor, and 
is at bottom the outcome of a non-Christian spirit. 
The sight of abject poverty is a perpetual reproach 
to the uncharitable rich, who naturally desire to 
have “peace in their possessions.” g 


E. CAnit,'S: Je 


1) Carlyle, Thomas. Past and Present. (Fron 3 
on “Gospel of Mammonism.”) peed Ot ce 
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The Big ’Uns and the Little "Uns 


The following presentation of conditions as they 
‘xist in rural England today was published in an 
ish magazine, The Cross, conducted by the Pas- 
onist Fathers, of Mt. Argus, Dublin. The account 
f the conversation with a “down and out farmer” 
s related in the April issue by Mr. Wilkinson Sher- 
en, is well worth pondering over in these United 
tates. We are fast travelling a road which has 
ilways in the history of mankind led to the de- 
itruction of an independent rural class. All attempts 
) reimburse the farmer out of public funds for his 
osses, largely due to the filching process developed 
yo cleverly by Capitalism, will prove of no avail. 
Jitimately, unless our economic system be com- 
‘letely overhauled and reformed, the owners of 
mal] farms will lose their hold on the land. After 
1at farming will be an industry carried on accord- 
ig to capitalistic principles and methods. 


* * * 


I spent part of my summer holiday in the corner 
if an English shire where there is no Catholic 
thurch. To hear Mass you had to ride or walk ten 
ules. 

One evening I sat awhile in the bar parlor of “The 
“at Cow”, one of those humble places of refresh- 
aent where you can get your ear to the ground and 
‘ear what the country folk are thinking. For your 
ountry inn is a good alembic of the mind of the 
veople. 

Somewhat to my disappointment, however, there 
vas only one other occupant of the parlor, a hefty, 
ean-faced man with vivid eyes—eyes that ever and 
gain grew incandescent with the heat of thought. 
tis clothes were earth-stained, and he looked a man 
n the neighborhood of fifty. 

“Good evening,” I said, seeking a conversational 
»pening, “the hops are looking well?” 

Slowly he drained his beer mug, and several min- 

tes elapsed before he spoke. Then, without look- 
g up from the empty fireplace at which he had 
seen staring, he said: 
— “How is it all going to end, mister? The Big 
uns are eating up the Little ’uns. Ever read history? 
O£€ course you have. When England beat the Span- 
sh Armada we was a country of small towns like, 
seopled with folk who were in a small way of busi- 
mess—farmers, shopkeepers, craftsmen. Good 
victuals, good drink were plentiful and cheap.” 

I took the hint—if it was a hint—and the land- 
word did the rest. But I did not interrupt him, for 
“ saw it was almost a physical labor for the man 
jo wrench his thoughts into speech. 

“Victuals and good drink were plentiful and 
heap, mister. I allow that they each did their own 
vit of thinking, grew their own thoughts, like, same 
is they did their own food.” 

“But there was a great deal of poverty, wasn’t 
here?” I asked. “The destruction of the monas- 
es and all that they meant to the people in the 
of help and relief in bad times brought social 
blems into existence that have not yet been 


é 


“IT reckon they hadn’t the sort of poverty we 
suffer from today, mister. Now the Big ’uns are 
eating up the Little ’uns. Take this pub—we used 
to get famous ale here, brewed in the district. ‘This 
here inn, now is one of four hundred odd owned by 
the same company, and the innkeeper is just a brew- 
er’s servant. The small farm is giving place to the 
large, and the big shop is gobbling up the small, The 
bigger a thing becomes the harsher it is to common 
chaps like me.” 

“There’s one exception, anyhow,’ I said hope- 
fully, “and it is the biggest thing of all—the Cath- 
olic Church—the Catholic religion—tender as a 
mother, too.” 

“Don’t talk to me about parsons!” he said scorn- 
fully, “soup-ticket merchants I call them. ‘They’re 
in the pockets of the Big ’uns all the time, though 
I did know a Roman Catholic padre in France who 
was somehow different, though that’s a long time 
ago now. Now, how are things going to end, mister? 
Why, the Big ’uns will fight amongst themselves 
when they’ve eaten us up. In the end, I s’pose, there 
will be one Big Boss and one Big Bank. Thinking 
is my only comfort.” 

This seemed a strange way to describe such seis- 
mic reflections as his. 

“Fiver read Shakespeare?” I hazarded. “There’s 
a great deal of truth in that line, ‘there’s a Di- 
vinity shapes our ends, rough-hew them as we 
may.’ ? 

He shot out a long, lean hand with a prophetic 
gesture. : 

“Tdeas is the deadliest dynamite that ever was, 
mister. They caused the French Revolution, the 
Russian revolution and this new Devil, the combine. 
Perhaps to-night—perhaps next month—perhaps 
next year, some chap sitting as we are in some poor 
village pub will get an idea which will blow the 
world into smithereens, or so change it, like, that the 
Big ’uns won’t know where they are.” 

Wistful expectation for a moment lighted up his 
Dantesque features as he got up and silently passed 
out into the village street. 

“A strange fellow,” I said to the landlord. 

“He is that, sir. We call him ‘Blood and Thunder.’ 
He had a small farm down Minton way, and couldn’t 
make a ‘do’ of it. A bit mad, I think, but quite 
harmless.” 

Mad? Harmless? I wonder. 


Why Not Harken to the Son of God and the 
__-Holy Spirit? 

To aim to solve the problems of today and to 
try to bring social order out of chaos by apply- 
ing to both merely the natural remedies approved 
by neo-humanism, is questioned by a “prairie 


reader” of the Survey, F. A. Cogswell, M. D., 0 


Wetmore, Kansas. He writes: 
“The purpose of The Survey, as I see it, is to increase 


‘the liberty and true happiness of mankind and scientifically 


solve its multiplex problems. But what puzzles me is that 
your contributors confine themselves so largely to the 


‘science of the material, or the earthly spiritual, and do 


not rise to the heavenly spiritual, How seldom, almost 
never, have I seen a reference to Jesus Christ or the Holy 
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Spirit and their marvelous scientific teachings and inspira- 
tion of the soul. Those master teachers and helpers who 
never make mistakes put that into the human heart that 
turns a log-hut into a palace, turns sadness to song, and 
makes even the heaviest loads bearable. 

“Nor do they neglect the material. The loaves and 
fishes, though few, were multiplied until all the multitude 
of bodies were filled—yes and twelve baskets of fragments 
left over. How? I don’t know—do you? Either Jesus 
Christ is what he claimed to be, or else the basest fraud 
ever perpetrated on a suffering humanity. Jf true, He 
must be scientific to the highest degree. The Son of God 
does not make mistakes. How about more of Him and 
His Spirit in Survey articles?” 

What a revelation a volume, such as the one 
by the prophetic Dominican Albert Maria Weiss, 
“Humanitat und Humanismus,” would bring to 
a man of Dr, Cogswell’s earnest spirit? O'r the il- 
luminating volume by the late Bishop Schneider, 
“Gottliche Weltordnung u. religionslose Sittlich- 
keit”? How these books would lead him to per- 
ceive clearly the why and wherefore of the denial 
of Christ and His teaching by those who would heal 
the wounds of modern society, and who accomplish 
little more than matters worse confounded, denying, 
as they mostly do, the cornerstone of all true re- 
form. 

“What think ye of Christ?” Those who can- 
not answer truthfully: ‘He is the Son of the liv- 
ing God, the Redeemer!” can do little more for 
the salvation of society than those Greek philoso- 
phers and teachers, who held forth in Athens in 
great numbers, and of whom someone has said 


that in spite of all their learning and debating, 


and the admiration accorded them by their fol- 
lowers, they could not change the morals of the 
people living in the next street, around the corner 
from their own abode! 


The Essential Characteristics of Catholic Action 


On the sixth anniversary of the coronation of 
Pope Pius XI, His Eminence Cardinal Faulhaber 
delivered a sermon on the characteristics of Cath- 
olic Action, which attracted considerable atten- 
tion in Europe since it is understood the Cardinal 
based his utterances on precise knowledge of the 
Holy Father’s intentions. Recognizing the value 
of the statement of His Eminence, the Central 
Bureau requested permission to publish the ser- 
mon, with few omissions, as a Free Leaflet in 
German and English. Permission was graciously 
granted, the Cardinal having himself revised the 
German proofs. 

This leaflet: “Die wesentlichen Character- 
zuge der Kath. Aktion”’—‘The Essential Char- 
acteristics of Catholic Action,” is available for 
distribution at conventions of the State Branches 
of the C. V. and C. W. U. It has already been 
esented to the delegates attending the conven- 
s of the Kansas, Illinois and Indiana 


not been opened for years; why not dispose of the 


Cardinal Gasparri to the Cleveland conventio: 
(1925) through His Lordship Bishop Schrembs 
or will lose its prestige. The Holy See appar 
ently sees no need for new organizations for th 
fostering of this movement. His Eminenc 
rather says: “We shall breathe a new Apostoli 
soul into the existing societies. We shall no 
organize new units, shall not add new meshes t 
the many of the net (of Catholic societies), shal 
not provide a new constitution for existing so 
cieties; but we shall impart to them a new soul 
an Apostolic ideal.” 

Our societies and their state organization 
must embrace this Apostolic ideal, must reviv 
the Apostolic spirit that prompted the best o 
the societies in the days of their greatest an 
most beneficial activity. The conventions o 
State Leagues and that of the C. V. should serv 
the purpose of quickening this spirit. 


Apostolate of Good Books 


Any book, donated to the Bureau, and found no 
suitable for its Reference Library is speedily sen 
on its way to some missionary or Catholic insti 
tution where, according to our judgment, it wil 
be welcomed. On February 21st the following fou 
books were forwarded to the S. H. Scholasticate 
at Chethipuzhay, Travancore, S. India: Robinson 
The Messiah’s Message; Elliott, A Manual of Mis 
sions; Sprigler, Our Refuge; Catechism of Chris 
tian Doctrine No. 4. Acknowledging receipt o 
the package Fr. Nicholas, C. D., writes: : 

“Most heartily do I thank you for the same. Thes 
four books are indeed very good and useful. Mysel 
and the scholastics are very grateful to you for your kin 
promise to remember our Scholasticate with such contribu 
tions from time to time.” 

Rev. Fr. Aloysius of St. Joseph, Superior, Si 
Ann’s Carmelite Monastery, at Kuryanad, in th 
same State, thanks us even more profusely for som 
books recently received from us: 5 
_“Kindly accept our most sincere thanks for your re 
peated and thoughtful charity. I may say the only read 
able books we have are those donated by you. I 
Monastery, still in its infancy, will never forget you m 
your Bureau. May our Lord develope and increase it 
strength, influence and activities.” 

Fr. Aloysius adds: 


“We would be most grateful for some Lives of 
Saints. Our Library lacks books of this kind badl 
There are volumes on every bookshelf that 


f 


4 
; 


to us, who know of priests, and Sisters for 
matter, anxious to increase their library? 


“Remember the Poor Lepers and Their Li 

Father” a 

A small gift sent to the Leper Asylum 

Lung, China, late in February, brought 

worthy acknowledgment from the Dire 
that institution, the Rt. Rev. G. | 
“Dear Hriendss oy Wa. 
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rinese Government only eighty cents a month for each 
ver. Eighty cents!! What can I do with that? We 
ee no sustaining fund, and the Asylum was begun on 
promise of the Chinese officials to pay three dollars 
wxican each month for every leper. We received the 
mpmised sum during a period of 11 years, but since 
great troubles began the officials have forgotten 
tir promise. I would not abandon my dear children, 
1 I do all I can to maintain our beloved work. I 
lild not think of telling you all our tribulations and 
eferings, the lot of every Missionary in China. 
ih while I have suffered, I have also had many 
isolations, and I was hoping to live and die among 
dear children. I have lived here 15 years, and con- 
zuently Shek Lung means everything to me, all my 
sughts and hopes were centered here. You may 
ilize, therefore, how great was my astonishment when, 
the 2lst of February, I received notification our 
ly Father had appointed me Vicar Apostolic of Pak 
i (Kwang Tung). I tried to overcome this choice 
ah objections; my poor lepers, disconsolate, sent a 
egram to the Holy Father praying he permit me to 
nain here. But alas, these efforts were fruitless. I 
st, therefore, obey. 
It is a great sacrifice I must make, and I am offer- 
it for the welfare of my little ones. I shall be con- 
rated on the 24th of June, here at Shek Lung, among 
lepers. I am certain you will be so kind to pray for 
and my children.” 
The newly appointed Vicar Apostolic also sent 
¢a number of brochures dealing with the Leper 
lum at Shek Lung. Both the text and the 
etures will not permit us to forget the clos- 
x words of Monsignore Deswazieres’ letter, a 
juest to “remember his poor lepers and their 
Itle Father.” 


The C. W. U. of the Family of the C. V. 
Close affiliation with the C. V. is emphasized 
:a statement published over the signatures of 
rs. M. Anna Lorenz, President, and Miss 
:phia L. Juenemann, Secretary of the Minne- 
ta Federation of Catholic Women’s Societies. 
Having stated in the introduction, the organ- 
ition had been founded in 1924 for the pur- 
sse of assisting “to accomplish the aims of the 
ttholic Central Society,” the message declares 

another paragraph the Federation was in- 
nded: 

‘to establish closer relations between the already af- 
pated societies in our State and the Catholic Central 
»rein of America.” 

[This is not merely a gesture of good will, but 
‘policy taking into consideration the value of 
adition and what it connotes in this instance. 
ne Women’s Union can only gain by affiliating 
noleheartedly with the noble old C. V. While 
> are not authorized to make any such state- 


bishop Messmer, Protector of the National 
olic Women’s Union, will be pleased by the 
ration referred to, revealing both conserva- 


e Cath, Nomen’ s ee of that state in- 
ed the following declaration in their reso- 


ay indebted to the St. Joseph State League, 
they recognize the Indiana Catholic 
h not rt only ves us into closer 


e 


ent, we do believe His Grace, Most Reverend | 


union with their activities and interests, but also assures 
our affiliation with the Central Verein, whose spirit of 
Christian charity, social action and splendid achievements 
for the last seventy-five years appeal to our attention. 

“As a token of gratitude we pledge our co-ordination to 
and co-operation with the Indiana Men’s Branch of the 
Central Verein.” 


How Women Solicit for the Bulletin 

The indifference of large numbers of members of 
the C. V. toward Central Blatt and Social Justice 
appears in a particularly glaring light when con- 
trasted with endeavors of officers and members of 
the Cath. Women’s Union in behalf of their official 
organ, the Bulletin. On its part the Bureau can- 
vasses for subscriptions for both publications; but 
what new subscribers are obtained for Central 
Blatt, are, with some laudable exceptions, gained by 
these efforts, while the women in quite a number 
of societies ably and effectively supplement our 
solicitation in the interest of the Bulletin. As a 
result of our exertions and those of active members 
of. the Union, the number of subscribers for the 
Bulletin has been increased by more than fifty per 
cent since the Bureau took over the editing and 
publishing of the little monthly in September, 1924. 

At that time the mailing list showed a total of 
2,303 names, while at the end of April, 1928, the 
total was 3,573, the result of a net gain of 1,270 
subscribers. Unaided the Bureau could not have 
achieved this result, notwithstanding the thousands 
of canvass letters sent to priests, motherhouses of 
religious orders of women, schools, academies, etc. 
In fact, 2,985 letters sent by the Bureau to priests 
in five Archdioceses between September 1, 1927, 
and May—1, last, yielded only 37 new subscribers, 
while five women in as many centers secured for 
the Bulletin no less than 44 new subscribers during 
the brief space of five weeks between April 1 and 
May 5, last, besides obtaining 68 renewals. 

On the other hand, members of the men’s so- 
cieties, with extremely few exceptions, neglect ef- 
forts in the interest of Central Blatt practically al- 
together. Yet solicitation for it and the securing 
of renewals would be splendid service to Catholic 
Action, of which our publication is so vigorous an 
exponent, 


* Rev. Louis A. Kutz * 

The Central Bureau lost a devoted friend when, 
on April 28, after months of a living death, the 
Rev. Louis A. Kutz, chaplain of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame at- ‘Sancta Maria in Ripa, near St. 
Louis, departed this life. From the very founding 
of the Bureau he | was not only a subscriber to 
Central Blatt but a close student of its tenets; when 
St. Elizabeth Settlement was founded he became 
an advocate and supporter of this charity ; and when 
the Endowment Fund project was launched he was 
one of the earliest contributors. And all of this 


out of meager means, for his was an apostolic pov- 


erty. Intellectually, too, he was a co-worker, and 
the Bureau is indebted to him for numerous val- 


uable volumes; one of the most cherished posses-_ 
sions of the. Bureau Library is the manuscript of 
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his dissertation: “The Morality of Interest Taking 
(An Ethical Study)”, prepared in partial fulfilment 
of the requirements for the Degree of Master of 
Arts, at De Paul University. Its preface contains 
the all too generous statement : ; 

“A special debt of gratitude is due to Mr. By P,isen= 
kel, Director of the Central Bureau of the Central Verein, 
for the use of the rich and extensive literature contained 
in his personal library and that of the Bureau over which 
he presides.” 

Born in St. Louis in 1877 and ordained priest in 
1901, Rev. Kutz labored as assistant priest and pas- 
tor in several parishes in the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis until his appointment as Chaplain of the 
Motherhouse of the Notre Dame Sisters in 1918. 
What this saintly priest and his labors meant, to the 
Sisters is suggested in a necrology written by one 
of their number, from which we present the follow- 
ing paragraphs: 

“At Sancta Maria in Ripa, Fr. Kutz proved himself a 
true friend and father to one and all, ever ready to help 
and encourage his flock to follow in the steps of Christ, 
the Master. Ever zealous for the cause of God and Cath- 
olic education, he found here an opportunity to exercise 
his zeal in a most far-reaching manner. No labor was too 
arduous, no sacrifice too great for the cause so dear to 
him. Father Kutz worked heart and soul for Notre Dame. 
Ever characterized by a winning kindness, he endeared him- 
self to all who came under his influence. He was all to 
all. 

“Not only a teacher, Fr. Kutz himself gave the best ex- 
ample of his teaching, especially during the last year while 
suffering from an incurable disease, which reduced him 
to a state of utter helplessness and toward the last, even 
loss of speech. His constant patience, heroic fortitude 
and filial resignation to God’s holy will were a source of 
edification to all who came to visit him. Even during the 
last particularly trying weeks his interest in all things per- 
taining to the Church and the cause of Catholic education 
was ever the same. 

“The memory of Fr. Kutz will ever be held dear by his 
many friends and especially by the community of Notre 
Dame, who have lost in him a true friend and faithful 
chaplain. May his precious soul rest in peace!” 


Endowment Fund Increased by More Than 
$2,000 

The month of May yielded an increase of the 
fund, reminding one of monthly gains repeatedly 
recorded several years ago, when solicitation of con- 
tributions was more general and active. $2,259.05 
was added during May, of which sum $1,970.80 was 
contributed by St. Joseph State League of Indiana, 
which now has attained its allotment. Efforts begun 
more than a year ago, and actively fostered by sev- 
eral officers and committee members in that state, 
yielded approximately $1,700, whereupon a few of 
the delegates attending the convention in Indianap- 


olis voluntarily added to the total available, thus 
‘attaining the sum mentioned. The action of this 


State League is all the more commendable since 
its finances are by no means in a prosperous con- 
‘dition. 

‘The fund was also increased by one life member- 
ship fee, and the C. V. gained a life member, the 
Rev. Edw. F. Schulte, of Passaic, N. J., having 
‘made application and forwarded his check in the 
amount named. Moreover, St. Kilian Society, of 


Hartford, Wis., contributed $155.00 to the fund. 
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Other contributors and the amounts donated are: | 
Joseph Society, Dutzow, Mo., $50; St. Jos. Kranken-U 
Verein, Boston, $23.50; Quincy, Ill, District Branch 
W. U., $15; Philadelphia District, C. V., $10.75; St. 
gustine Orphan Society, Minster, O., $5; moreover, ; 
following each sent $3: Mr. A. A. Rothmann, Bloomi: 
ton, Ill; Rev. L. Hufker, Springfield, Ill, and Rev. W 
Schellberg, Hanover, Kan., these contributions being st 
ject to assignment by the Bureau, which gladly turn 
them over to the fund. i F 

The suggestion is offered that delinquent. ste 
organizations and societies take heart from the e 
‘ample set by the Indiana State League. What th 
organization has achieved under certain handicay 


others should be able to accomplish. 


With the C. V. and Its Branches: 


Convention Dates 
C. V. and Cath. Women’s Union; St. Clot 
Minn., August 24-29. 
North Dakota Branch of C. V. and C. W. CU 
Mandan, June 5-6. 
State League of Oregon; Salem, June 16-17. 
Connecticut Branch of C. V. and C. W. U.; Ne 
Haven, June 23-25. 
State League and Cath. Women’s Union 
Texas; Weimar, July 17-19. 
Cath. Union of Ohio and C. W. U.; Columbt 
July 9-11. 
C. C. V. of A., Pennsylvania Branch, and Cat 
Women’s Union; Pittsburgh, August 19-21. 
C. C. V. and Cath. Women’s Union of New Yor 
Syracuse, September 1-3. | 
State League and Cath. Women’s Union of A 
kansas; Subiaco, September 3-4. 
Cath. Union of Missouri and Cath. Wome 
Union; Salisbury, September 8-11. 
C. C. V., New Jersey Branch, and C. W. Ul 
September 15-16, Newark. 
State League and C. W. U. of Minnesota; W 
basha, September 23-25. ad 
“To Restore All Things in Christ” to Be Keyn 
of N. Y. State Convention 
For the fourth time in its history the N 
York Branch of the C. V. will hold its ann 
convention in Syracuse September 1-3. The 
vitation directed by the President, Alois J. W 
dein, to the Rev. Clergy and the officers a 
members of the affiliated societies, announ 
that, since civic loyalty of Catholics is frequent 
questioned, the principal address at the m 
meeting will be on “The Catholic Church 
American Ideals.” The keynote of the con 
tion is to be “Instaurare omnia in Christo.” | 
circular letter issued by Mr. Werdein sa 
part regarding the keynote: ie 
“In order to restore all things in Christ, we 
begin by raising Christian marriage to its forme 
nity, for it is the basis of a Christian nation, a 
essential factor in bringing about the restoration 
ciety. The world is seeking a remedy for prese 
conditions, but seemingly does not realize that 
the evils lies in the disintegration of family life. ] 
riage has been reduced to a civil contract that cay 
| broken for trivial reasons, and divorce is granted 
Tate that spells disaster to our country.” — 
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atholic Action Bulletins” Issued by Promotion 
Committee of Mo. Branch 


Jarious plans, designed to intensify the pro- 
tional endeavors of the Catholic Union of 
ssourl, having partly miscarried, and partly 
zed to produce the desired results, the Pro- 
tion Committee have begun to issue “Catholic 
ition Bulletins.” These are one-page mimeo- 
~phed letters, addressed to the pastors of the 
ishes in which there are societies affiliated 
+h the Union, to the President and Secretary 
zeach of the societies, and to additional lay- 
m, whose names are suggested by the pastor 
1 local officers, at the request of the Promo- 
1 Committee. This Committee was formerly 
Jed the Agitation or Organization Committee. 
hatholic Action Bulletin No. 1, dated April 28, offers 
, argument: Lenin led false ideas and principles to 
bory; the Catholic must assist in securing victory for 
h and right,—a task which is part of Catholic Ac- 

Bulletin 2, bearing date of May 21, is devoted to 
explanation of the Credit Union and an offer, on the 
- of the Catholic Union, to assist groups in city and 
mntry to organize Credit Unions. This latter Bulletin 
accompanied by the latest Free Leaflet of the Cen- 
Bureau: “The Essential Characteristics of Catholic 
cion.” 


iliana Convention Occasion for Achievement 
and Encouragement. 


(he 34th General Convention of St. Joseph State 
ague of Indiana, held May 20-22 in Sacred Heart 
ish, Indianapolis, will long be remembered as the 
kasion on which the collection of the League’s al- 
ment in the Central Bureau Endowment Fund 
; consummated. The convention was memorable 
» for the commendation given the endeavors of 
(C. V. and its units, the Rev. Roger Middendorf, 
F. M., declaring in the sermon delivered at the 
-mn high mass on the opening day: 

he Central Verein has this proud claim that it always 
id to promote the interest of our Holy Mother Church. 
ning men should take more interest in the work of the 
tral Verein and should follow the lead of its older 
mbers.” — 
Then, too, the participants were encouraged by 
presence on his throne of His Lordship, the 


i of Indianapolis, Rt. Rev. Jos. Chartrand, at 


high mass on Sunday morning; by the attend- 
re of a goodly number of priests; by the ready 
operation of the Women’s Branch; by addresses 
vered at the mass meeting on the evening of the 
t day ; and by the circumstance that the delegates 
ng numbered no less than 150. 


while these and other circumstances serve to 
/ourage and stimulate to new activity, it is of last- 
value to the Indiana organization that it has, 
fly through the instrumentality of Mr. Hy. Sey- 
of Indianapolis, bridged that dangerous 
through which all our organizations must 
he transition from leadership by men born 
ny to that exercised by native sons, and 
indispensable adjustment to American 
of this adjustment, the St. 
aS its fourth _American- 
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born President, Mr. Jos. J. Bauer, a member of the 
third generation born in this country and at the 
same time an enthusiastic supporter to the C. V. 
Movement; Mr. Bauer has not missed participation 
in a State League convention for the past eighteen 
years. 


Another characteristic of the Indiana League and _ its 
conventions—and it was evidenced again at Indianapolis— 
is the intelligent, wholehearted interest displayed by the 
vast majority of the delegates in all the proceedings. Proof 
of interest in the cause of the organization is also offered 
by the fact that no less than three societies in as many 
cities extended invitations to the League to convene with 
them in 1929. St. Mary’s parish in New Albany was 
given the preference since the societies of that parish had 
recently re-affiliated with the League and were represented 
by the pastor, Rev. Wm. A. Jochum, and a number of lay 
delegates. 


Greetings by Mr. Edw. L. Dietz, President of the Local 
Arrangements Committee, and by Mayor L. Ert Slack 
were extended to the delegates on Sunday morning. Re- 
ports of the Presidents of the men’s and women’s branches 
were features of the first business session, held on the 
afternoon of the 20th, Mr. Jos. Hoch, Richmond, report- 
ing for the former, and Mrs. Anna Kunkel, Lafayette, 
for the latter. The pastor of Sacred Heart parish, Rev. 
John Joseph Brogger, O. F. M., added to his welcoming 
address delivered at the mass meeting on Sunday evening 
an exposition of the ideal man and the ideal woman; Mr. 
F, P. Kenkel, Director of the Central Bureau of the C. V., 
spoke on “Our People in the Making of America,’ and 
the Rev. Raphael Wittig, S. D. S., Wauwatosa, Wis., 
Provincial of the Fathers of the Divine Savior, on the 
Catholic Women’s Union. Mrs. Kunkel, in an address, 
sketched the endeavors of the State Branch of the 
Women’s Union. 


The morning of Monday having been devoted to busi- 
ness transactions of both branches, part of the afternoon 
was set aside for a joint session, during which the Di- 
rector of the Bureau reported on the endeavors of this 
institution and outlined the possibilities of the organiza- 
tion in Catholic Action. Reports by representatives of 
District Leagues, a statement by the Endowment Fund 
Committee, and presentation of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions occupied the attention of the delegates 
on Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning, while Mon- 
day evening the St. Cecelia Players, a parish organiza- 
tion, presented a dramatic entertainment. ‘The Resolutions, 
adopted as joint declarations of both branches, have as 
their topics: Holy Father! Catholic Action; Catholic Mis- 


sions; Press and Catholic Propaganda; Parochial School;  - 


Mexico; St. Joseph State League; Legislation; Group 
“Membership. £ 


Rev. Wm. A. Jochum, New Albany, was elected Com- 


missarius for the year. The officers chosen for the 
men’s branch are: President, Joseph Bauer, Indianapolis; 
Vice-Presidents, Frank C. Schneider, Lafayette, and 
George M. Scherrer, Indianapolis; Secretary, C. J. Kunz, 
Indianapolis; Treasurer, Anton Stolle, Richmond; Diocesan 
Spiritual Directors, Rt. Rev. F. X. Unterreitmeier, Evans- 
ville (Diocese Indianapolis), and Rev. Charles Thiele, Ft. 
Wayne. a 


Due to the efforts of the Oratorical Contest Com- 


mittee, Cath. C. V. of Wisconsin, St. Kilian’s So- | 
ciety, Hartford, has again affiliated with the former 

organization. As quasi-earnest money the Society 
promptly paid not merely its annual per capita, but = 


also $155 toward the Endowment Fund. This sum 
together with the previous payment of $40 b 
Jos. C. Hartmann, takes care of St. 
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Encouragement to Catholic Action Offered Dele- 
gates to Illinois Branch Convention 

Emphatic insistence on organized Catholic lay 
activity, and on the Catholic Union of Illinois 
and the Cath. Women’s Union of the same state 
being active exponents of the movement, 
marked numerous statements made at the con- 
vention of these organizations, held May 20-22 
in East St. Louis. Thus, tracing the early his- 
tory of the Cath. Union and the spirit of action 
which animated its founders, and setting them 
against the background of present day social 
and moral conditions, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Jos. H 
Schlarmann, Chancellor of the diocese of Belle- 
ville, in the sermon preached at the Pontifical 
High Mass, with which the convention was op- 
ened, developed the need for the same spirit in 
these days of the new paganism; part of the 
human race is as savage, brutal, immoral and 
pagan as were the Indians, in spite of surface 
civilization and culture. Here the Unions of 
men and women had a mission, which they may 
not shirk. Again, in the closing address of the 
mass meeting, held in the Public High School 
Auditorium on the evening of the 20th, the 
Bishop of Belleville, Rt. Rev. Hy. Althoff, dwelt 
on the Apostolate of the lay movement, declaring 
the Church places great confidence in the laity 
and expects great results from their endeavors, 
in the religious and the social fields, in the realms 
of justice and charity, in private and public life. 
And the call had gone not only to men but to 
women also. Reference to laymen and women 
of early Christian days and to some 19th century 
personages illustrated types of services the 
Church welcomes on the part of the laitv. ‘The 
Union should strive to intensify its labors in be- 
half of the lay apostolate. 

The keynote of the convention: “Catholic Higher Edu- 
cation” was repeated in variations by the speakers at 
the mass meeting, Messrs. A. F. Brockland, of the Cen- 
Peoria, and 
Paul P. Hoegen, St. Louis, and in resolutions adopted 
by the men’s and women’s conventions, the speakers 
likewise underscoring the educational character of the 
endeavors of the state organizations. The church serv- 


ices were deeply impressive, solemn high mass being 
celebrated on each of the three days, with Sermons on 


Sunday and Monday. St. Henry’s church, one of the 
oldest in the city, was the scene of the Pontifical. mass, 


celebrated by the Bishop of Belleville on the 20th. St. 
Elizabeth’s that of the services on the two other days. 


Among the transactions of the convention are to_be 
noted: The reports of various District Leagues, the Chi- 


cago Teague, that of Central Illinois, the Clinton County — 


League, the group in Peru and surroundings—which con- 


tinue year after year to exert an educational influence; 
the rep rt On promotion activities, which had resulted - 


me the affiliation-of a number of societies in 
elleville, Columbia, and one in Chicago; 
: increase the ‘annual dues at this 
aay is” ee low, u ~~ to 
funds f : 


. 


CENTRAL-BLATT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, JUNE, 1928. 


The Message submitted by President Peter T: 
treats frankly of weaknesses in the organization, 01 
suggestions for new activity, and recommends eff 
in the interest of the Endowment Fund of the Cen 
Bureau. His report on the 1927 Convention of the C. 
was supplemented by those of other participants. He 
ening addresses were delivered by a number of pri 
in attendance, among them V. Rev. Dean Bergm: 
pastor St. Henry’s, Rev. P. Engel, St. Elizabeth, I 
Christ Goelz, St. Philipp’s parish, of East St. Lo 
Rey. B. H. Hilgenberg, Beckemeyer; Rev. F. A. Ma 
Collinsville; Rev. G. Toennies, New Baden; Rev. J. 
Adams, Chicago; Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, and oth 
The presence of a large number of priests at the Chu 
services, the mass meeting, and at sessions of the c 
vention was in itself an encouragement. The deleg: 
were also addressed in convention by Mr. John 
Rehme, President of the Cath. Union of Missouri, 
Aug. F. Brockland, of the Central Bureau. Extren 
heartening was the cordial reception on the part of 
local committee, whose efforts may be gauged by 
circumstance that they had even caused the ie 
streets of the city to be decorated. An exceptional ; 
ture of the program was a banquet, in Broady 
Hotel, in honor of the distinction conferred upon \ 
S. C. Wavering, President of the Women’s Union 
the Holy Father last August. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: Spiritual Di 
tor, Rev. B. H. Hilgenberg; President, Fred H. Gil: 
Chicago: Vice-Presidents, Louis Schuermann, Deca 
and Jos. M. Haider, East St. Louis; Recording Sec 
tary, Jos. Layendecker, Springfield; Financial Sec 
tary, Geo. J. Stoecker, Chicago; Treasurer, A. A. Re 
mann, Bloomington; Members Executive Board, . 
Hotz, -—Edwardsville; Theo. Nebel, Chicago; Ade 
Suess, East St. Louis; Martin Moews, Bloomingt 
Mich. Wollscheid, Chicago; Ernst C. Meyer, Peort 

The report of the convention of the Cath. Wom 
Union submitted just before adjournment was very g 
fying. The organization has registered gains in var 
parts of the state and the separate units are engage 
charitable activities. 


Resolutions of State Branch Conventions| 

The convention of the Cath. Union of Illin 
held May 20-22 in East St. Louis, adopted re 
lutions dealing with the following topics: H 
‘Father—Mexico; Central Bureau; Prohibiti 
Politics ; Higher Education; Immigration. 
present the following: —_ 


Holy Father-Mexico 

The Catholic Union of Illinois herewith pled 
sincere loyalty to the Holy Father and offers its p 
and good wishes that the many things our Holy | 
is doing for the welfare of the people of the wo 
be blessed and successful. And we here and no 
in the protest of our Holy Father regarding © 
cution of the Church in Mexico, and we pra 
martyrdom of the Catholics of Mexico will 
that soon the people will again enjoy the right » 
ship God and the freedom of education. 

Politics 

This ies notes the presence of reg 
competence of public officials, pur ee the 
“certain elements” who “have 
custodians of the consc 
| citizens”, and conti 
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Immigration 
e do not approve of the proposed change in the Im- 
sation Law, and hope that Congress will continue 
ypresent law, or rather the arrangement under the 
ent law; it is fair, and in that respect thoroughly 
srican, whereas the change as proposed would not 
s just. 
* *K 


Declarations of the Indiana Convention 


he resolutions adopted by the Indianapolis con- 
ion of St. Joseph State League deal with: 
yy Father; Catholic Action; Press and Catholic 
ypaganda; Supervision of the Legislature; the 
bochial School; Religious Persecution in Mexico; 
1olic Missions; Group Membership. We quote 
yart : 


Catholic Action. 

=e call attention again to our oft repeated declarations 
che Social Question, based on the teachings of Leo 
, especially in his Encyclicals on “the Condition of 
Working Classes” and on “Christian Democracy,” fol- 
ld by the Encyclicals of his successors Pius X., Bene- 
XV., and our present reigning Pontiff, Pius XI. We 
- with pardonable pride to the early activities of the 
ral Verein in bringing the great principles enunciated 
ese documents to the attention not only of our mem- 
phip, but also of those outside our organization, and 
sight thinking men and women outside of the fold of 
Church. 

me great fundamental principles applying to the Social 
tstion and Christian Charity, contained in the writings 
weo XIII and his successors, show the causes of ex- 
g evils and offer guidance in combatting them, which 
be done effectively by carrying into execution these 
iciples and teachings. The time has now arrived for 
n. Our present reigning Pontiff Pius XI. has clearly 
| precisely defined “Catholic Action”, which he terms 
fticipation of the laity in the hierarchical Apostolate”, 
« calls upon the laity, men and women, to participate 
whe Apostolate of the Clergy. We refer our people 
me Free Leaflet No. 45 of our Central Bureau on “The 
ntial Characteristics of Catholic Action”, presented 
His Eminence, Michael Cardinal Faulhaber, and at this 
emphasize the expression of His Eminence regarding 
olic Energy: 


us Catholics no longer adhere to sound Catholic opin- 
‘regarding authority and obedience, private property, 
‘relations between States, the relations between State 
' Church, the rights of the Pope. They think in legal 
his, in nationalistic terms, they think as their news- 
‘ts think, but no longer think Catholic thoughts re- 
iting these questions. We must again acquire and cul- 
-e a Catholic mind, thinking Catholic thoughts, and 
t then proceed from thought to action, and from action 
Apostolate. Action means doing of deeds. The 
sstles of action may not draw in their oars and lie 
mn to sleep in the boat, they may not allow the net to 
tin the sands of the shore; they must advance to the 
evement of deeds. A word, spoken at the right time, 
i; mean as much as a deed. The realm of action open 
he Catholic Movement is as wide as the world. If a 
ppose falsehood and give testimony for truth; if a 
hampion decency in public life; if a man denounce 
m as an evidence of modern paganism; if a man 
th the Bishop some of his cares and oppose a 
action directed against him,—if a man do these 
he is an Apostle of the Catholic movement, filled 
olic energy.” 

Religious Persecution in Mexico 
ttention is still challenged by the appalling trag- 
ily occurring to our fellow Catholics in the Re 
Mexico. A conspiracy of silence seems to have 
to suppress the terrible facts of this 
persecution of Catholics for their stead- 
r Holy Church. Ars ow 
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he Holy Father has voiced the complaint that nu- 


Freedom of worship is denied our Catholic brethren so 
that the government now in control may achieve its objec- 
tive, which is the destruction of the Catholic Church. 

As Americans, having always before us the ideal of true 
religious liberty, we indulge the hope that soon the general 
public may be iriformed of the atrocities perpetrated upon 
the suffering people of Mexico. It should be our constant 
hope and prayer that the true facts of the situation in 
Mexico be brought to the attention of our fellow citizens, 
so that the voice of humanitarian America may be lifted 
up in behalf of the Mexican people. 


Let us at this convention resolve further to pray earnest- 
ly and steadfastly, according to the wish of our Supreme 
Pontiff, Pius XI., for the termination of the tragic con- 
ditions now prevailing in the Republic of Mexico. 


Catholic Action in District Leagues 


A recent meeting of one of the District Leagues 
in the C. V., ever desirous of fostering the cause of 
Catholic Action, impressed a participant, a priest 
from another State, so favorably that he wrote to 
the Bureau, summarizing the transactions in part 
thus: 


“That we can depend upon an earnest rural population 
as well as upon city people to further the Catholic social 
propaganda was evidenced by the well-attended District 
meeting of the Catholic Union of Illinois. The day 
chosen, May 13, was bright and cheerful, and Germantown, 
which welcomed the delegates, is easily reached, so there 
was a reason for a large attendance. But, nevertheless, 
considering the many counter attractions which are now 
within reach even of rural folk, the spirit of the large 
audience was one to kindle the heart of those who are 
interested in the high ideals of the Central Verein and 
of Catholic social endeavor. The attendance of the Rev- 
erend clergy was a happy sign that there is wholehearted 
co-operation between priest and people in carrying on the 
work of Catholic social propaganda. Rev. B. Hilgenberg, 
of Beckemeyer, Spiritual Director of the League, and: Rev. 
B. Eppmann, pastor of St. Boniface parish, Germantown, 
deserve thanks for arranging and graciously harboring the 
meeting respectively. 

“The address of the Rev. Albert Muntsch, S. J., of St. 
Louis University, was well received, and fortunately was 
in line with some Committee resolutions on ‘commercial- 
ized amusements’, which had been previously prepared 
and were unanimously accepted at the close of the speech. 
As commercialized amusements are a factor in destroying 
home life, and since Rev. Muntsch’s address dealt with 
Christian Culture and Home Life, resolutions and lecture 
combined to impress those present-with the earnest duty 
to safeguard the home spirit. 

“But there was in evidence also that larger Christian 
outlook which is concerned not only with local interests, 
but also looks afar to promote the welfare of Christ’s flock. 
For at the suggestion of Rev. Hilgenberg and in pursuance 
of an established custom, a collection was taken up for 
Archbishop Doering, of Poona in India, late of Japan, and 
brought in a goodly sum... .” 


The contention concerning co-operation of rural 
groups is correct, as evidenced over and over again 
by District Leagues in various States. It holds, too, 
for mixed rural and city Leagues, as well as for the 
city units as such. The chain of District Leagues of 
the C. V. is a chain of federations devoted to Cath- 
olic Action, adapting their endeavors to the needs — 
of their localities, ever basing their endeavors on — 
the groundwork of religion. This will be evident 
again, as it is from all previous reports published 
in these columns, from the following brief sum- 
pl aes ee a i Saind cx te 
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The religious and educational character of endeavors 
of District Leagues is illustrated by the events featuring 
the quarterly meeting of the Central Illinois District 
League, held April 29, in St. James Auditorium, Decatur. 
An address of welcome by Rey. F. J. Ostendorf, pastor 
of St. James Parish, one on “Criminal Law,” by the Hon. 
M. F. Wehmhoff, Assistant State Attorney General, and a 
third on “Our People in the Making of America,” by F. P. 
Kenkel, Director of the Central Bureau, were the instruc- 
tive features of the meeting, the latter in particular stress- 
ing the duties of Catholics in the catise of the Church, cul- 
ture and citizenship. A musical program, in which several 
church choirs co-operated, included religious and secular 
numbers, while the Te Deum concluded the gathering. 

The District League of St. Louis and St. Louis County 
featured Catholic Action and Credit Unions as the two 
topics for the addresses delivered at the meeting held Sun- 
day, April 29, at Maxville, Jefferson Co. Mr. A. F. Brock- 
land, of the Central Bureau, spoke on the former; Mr. 
B. Barhorst, of the Credit Union Committee of the Cath. 
Union of Missouri, on the latter. Addresses by Rev. E. 
Salland, pastor of the Maxville parish, and by Rev. Joseph 
Lubeley, Spiritual Director of the League, supplemented 
the remarks of the speakers. 

The Brooklyn Branch of the C. V., in addition to the 
regular meetings held during the past few months, arranged 
a mass meeting for May 20. Patrick Shelly, Chief Proba- 
tion Officer of New York City, delivered a lecture on 
“Formation of Character in Relation to Crime,’ and Chas. 
Korz, President of the C. V., an address on the C. V. in 
Catholic Action. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Geo. Kaupert, V. G., is 
Spiritual Director; Dr. Aug. G. Maron was elected Presi- 
dent, succeeding Mr. Jos. F. Dehler, who had held this 
office two years after having served as Secretary no less 
than 19 years; Mir. Dehler was made Honorary President 
of. the Branch. ‘This unit has a Ladies’ Auxiliary, the 
members of which co-operate in every way with the men 
members, are entitled to hold certain offices, and pursue 
various charitable activities. 


* Frank X. Engler * 

Though the late Mr. Frank X. Engler, of East 
Mauch Chunk, at no time held prominent office in 
the Central Verein or its Pennsylvania Branch, he 
was one of those sterling characters who, when de- 


voted to an ofganization, mean more to it 
than officers lacking in devotion to the cause 
and the duties it imposes on them. Hence 


his death, after a painful illness, on May 6th, spells 
a loss to the movement in Fast Mauch Chunk, the 
Lehigh Valley District League, the State Branch 
and the C. V. at large. 


Born in Mauch Chunk, April 12, 1866, Mr. Engler, a 
deeply religious character, was a member of St. Joseph 
parish since its founding. A charter member of St. Joseph 
Society, of the parish branch of the Holy Name Society 
and of a branch of the K. of St. George, the deceased was 
repeatedly a delegate to conventions of the C. V., and 
always a co-worker in the Lehigh Valley and the State 
Leagues. When the Pennsylvania Branch held its annual 
convention in 1923 in East Mauch Chunk, Engler presided 
over the local committee. His wife, Mrs. Mary Engler, 
was President of the State Branch of the C. W. U. for 
several terms. One daughter, a religious, died several 
years ago; another is in religion, and a son is preparing 
for the priesthood. 


On the Central Bureau 


_ Cooperation with the Central Bureau is urged 
in a resolution adopted by the convention of the 
Cath. Union of Illinois, held in East St. Louis in 
May. The declaration reads: 


We urge all affiliated societies and all friends ( 
Christian World Order to liberally contribute to 
maintenance of the Central Bureau, and especially 
the Guarantee Fund now being raised. We may © 
be pleased with the work of the Central Bureau, 
should give proof of our appreciation by contribu 
to the fund. But not only by contributions; if at 
able we should also give service to the Central But 
by sending it information and in assisting in distril 
ing its printed matter. We should make it our busi 
to aid in an endeavor which is our own, which is wi 
ing for the welfare of Church and country. 


Miscellany 


The broadcasting schedule of WHAD (M 
quette University, Milwaukee,) for May announ 
for the 8th of the month an address by Dr. A 
Muench, St. Francis Seminary, well known to 
readers of our magazine, on “An American In 
tute of Industry.” 


Writing from a Seminary in the East, a w 
known scholar sends 

“congratulations on the artistic new cover of the Ce 
Blatt and Social Justice. The design is very attrac 
and in its chaste dignity quite in keeping with the excel 


contents. May the new dress win new friends for 
Central Blatt.” 


From a College Dean: 

“T have just one regret in connection with the C 
and S. J. and it is this, that stress of duties does 
permit me to read the splendid articles that it cont 
with the care and reflection they deserve. But eve! 
that, the spirit of scholarship and the high idealism 
are revealed on almost every page of your excepti 
magazine are a constant inspiration to me.” 


No less than three societies joined the Cath 
Union of Illinois since our last report of the g: 
that organization has recently made. They are: 


The Parish Club, Inc., St. Alphonsus Parish, Chic: 
St. Julius Branch 21, C. K. & L. of LI, St. Peter’s Pa 
and St. Mary’s Branch 59, W. C. U., St. Mary’s Pa 
both of Belleville. 


Recognition is awarded the C. V. in 
“Papal Annual,” official organ of the Cath 
Near East Welfare Association, sent to the cont 
utors to the relief fund raised by that organizat 
In an article entitled “The Catholic Year in 
United States,” the Rev. Wilfred Parsons, S. 
writes: : 


... Sociology was also the preoccupation of | 
numbers of our people this year, as a glance at the 
of our organizations will show. The old-established — 
tral Verein holds the place of honor, both because c 
age and its achievements. One of its especially u 
activities during the year was a periodical release fo 
press setting forth the stark, unyielding social pri 
of Leo XUL, and applying them fearlessly to cu 
GHSesuhT sc % - 
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iffentlicht von der Central-Stelle des Central-Vereins. 
Das Komitee fiir soziale Propaganda: 


. Rev. G. W. Heer, Prot. Ap., Dubuque, Ia.; Joseph 

St. Paul, Vize-Vorsitzender: Rt. Rev. Mser. Dr. 
bh Och, Columbus, O.; Chas. Korz, Butler, N. J.; 

Theo. Hammeke, Reading, Pape Reve. Wine Js 
Iblen, S. J., Toledo, O.; Rev. A. J. Muench, St. Fran- 
Wis.; H. B. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex.; Nicholas 
z, Brooklyn, N. Y.; F. P. Kenkel, St. Louis, Mo. 
ifragen, Briefe, Geldsendungen, usw., bestimmt fiir 
entral-Stelle oder das Central- Blatt, sind zu rich- 
rin 

Central Bureau of the Central Verein, 


3835 Westminster Place, St. Louis, Mo. 


Auf Apostelpfaden. 
cedanken zur neuzeitlichen Seelsorgshilfe in 
deutschen Didzesen. 

Coh] die unseligste Folge des grossen Krieges 
¢des nachfolgenden Umsturzes in den Novem- 
agen 1918 war das Umsichgreifen des gottent- 
adenden, materialistischen Geistes. Genuss- 
‘t, als Folgeerscheinung der langen Kriegsnoth, 
ste weite Kreise eines verarmten Volkes und 

soviele sittliche Werthe verloren gehn. Fa- 
enleben und Jugend sind noch heute in grossem 
ymass an der Seuche eines religids gleichgultigen 
weistes erkrankt. Von dieser modernen Zeit- 
tkkheit heilen auch nicht die Bestrebungen der 
yperertiichtigung durch Sport und _ Leibesii- 
een oder wirthschaftliche Kampfe zur Bes- 
mg der sozialen Lage, sondern einen Aufstieg 
oglicht und wahre Aufbauarbeit leisten kann 
i nur die Hirtenliebe des gottbestellten Priester- 
as, das in der gottlichen Sendung des Konigs 
/Welt, in Christus wurzelt und aus den Gnaden- 
den der katholischen Kirche seine belebende 
lft schopft. 
‘ross ist darum das Arbeitsgebiet des Seelsorgers 
er heutigen Zeit, fast ubergross in unsern gros- 
io Pfarreien, wenn man den Priestermangel in 
«ren Diasporadidzesen in Betracht zieht.. Darum 
auch der Ruf nach “Laienhilfe” ftir die viel- 
altigen Aufgaben der neuzeitlichen Seelsorge 
t verstummt. Von grossem erzieherischem 
‘the war darum die Hereinziehung der katholi- 
m Standesvereine in die Seelsorge und ihre 
ansiehung zum _ sozial-caritativen Wirken. 
sen Grundgedanken des Laienapostolates haben 
sre Standesvereine in das Programm ihrer Or- 
sationen aufgenommen und so die Moglichkeit 
Vereinsseelsorge gegeben. Ja bei den Be- 
ungen der Gegner unserer Kirche, die Volks- 
llfahrt und Offentliche Fiirsorge in sozialistisches 
wasser zu bringen, sind diese sozialcaritativen 
saben der katholischen Standesvereine in Stadt 
Land heute dringende Nothwendigkeit ge- 
len. Vielerorts, besonders in grossen Indu- 
yfarreien, hat man mit Erfolg diese Arbeit des 
en Laienapostolats zu unterstiitzen gesucht 
organisierte “Seelsorgshilfe”’ und ehrenamt- 
Laienhilfe aus allen Volkskreisen. Wie in 


‘ersten christlichen Zeit hat man diese “aussere | 


Seelsorge” 


4 


wirksam gefordert und die priesterliche 
eelsorge zum Theil entlastet durch Heranziehung 
hulter 


gesc seelsorgshelferinnen. (vgl. Rom. 16, 
Stir) 
In vielen deutschen Didzesen werden deshalb 


christusbegeisterte, opferfreudige Jungfrauen zu 
dieser Art der Seelsorgshilfe herangebildet, die be- 
reits gottgesegnete Erfolge ihres Apostolates auf- 
weisen konnen. Auch in der Diasporadidzese 
Speyer in der Rheinpfalz besteht eine organisierte 
Schulung zum Laienhelferthum in dem noch jun- 
gen Verband der St. Hildegardisschwestern vom 
Katholischen Apostolat in Bossweiler bei Griin- 
stadt. 


Der Verband wurde im Jahre 1922 von dem 
leider zu fruh verstorbenen H. Pater Adolf Panzer 
P. S. M. ins Leben gerufen. Nach anfanglicher 
Familienpflege in Limburg a. d. Lahn konnte bald 
in Bossweiler das “Haus Nazareth” als Mutter- 
haus unter der Leitung der Mitbegrtinderin, Schw. 
Generaloberin Christine Mehn, eingerichtet werden. 
Richtung gebend fur die Ausbildung der Bossweiler 
Seelsorgshelferinnen ist der Gedanke, dass nur 
dann wirksame Seelsorgshilfe geleistet werden 
kann, wenn die eigene Seele der Laienhelferin wohl- 
geordnet und mit den Idealen des opferfrohen 
Apostolates erftllt ist. Im Geiste dienender Liebe 
die Schwestern zu starken durch ein gemeinsames 
geistliches Leben in der Schule des gottlichen Mei- 
sters, sie mit festem Glaubensgeist und hohem 
Opfermuth zu erftillen, ist die erste Aufgabe, die 
in der Kommunitat des Mutterhauses in Bossweiler 
zu leisten ist. An Stelle der Geltibde legen die 
Schwestern das Versprechen der personlichen Ar- 
muth, der Keuschheit, des Gehorsams und der Be- 
harrlichkeit ab und werden nach einem einjahrigen 
Noviziat zu den zeitlichen Versprechen zugelassen. 
Nach fiinf Jahren Verbandsthatigkeit, jedoch nicht 
unter 30 Lebensjahren, ko6nnen die Schwestern in 
der “Einverleibung”’ das ewige Versprechen ab- 
legen. 

Neben der aszetischen Ausbildung muss die 
Apostolatschwester auch beruflich geschult werden. 
Dies geschieht ‘durch den Unterricht in der 
Schwesternschule im Mutterhaus zu Bossweiler fur 
die sogenannten “Gemeindeschwestern,” die in den 
Stadten zur pfarramtlichen Biroarbeit, sowie zum 
Aussendienst der Seelsorgshilfe Verwendung finden 
durch Familienbesuche, zur Erwirkung der kirch- 
lichen Eheschliessung, Kindertaufe und Berufung 
des Priesters ans Kranken- und Sterbebett, um die 
der Kirche Entfremdeten wieder zuriickzuge- 
winnen, Jugendvereinsfithrung, Konvertitenvorbe- 
reitung, Familien- und Jugendfursorge. Der kunf- 
tigen Aufgabe entsprechend mtissen die Schwestern 
in die einschlagigen gesetzlichen Bestimmungen 
eingefithrt und geschult werden, in apostolischer 
Liebe und Klugheit dieser erhabenen Aufgabe ge- 
recht zu werden. Seit der bischdflichen Approba- 
tion des Verbandes im Jahre 1927 wird der Unter- 
richt in der Schwesternschule, wie auch die as- 


~ zetische Ausbildung durch einen vom Bischof als 


Spiritual bestellten Di6zesanpriester ertheilt. 
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Auch in verschiedenen Landgemeinden haben die 
Hildegardisschwestern bereits ein Thatigkeitsgebiet 
gefunden, im ambulanten Krankendienst und in der 
Kinderbewahrschule. Zu diesen beiden Berufs- 
arten werden die Schwestern in besonderen An- 
stalten geschult, sodass sie auch hierin erfolgreich 
wirken k6nnen. In einzelnen Stationen helfen die 
Schwestern auch in der Miitterberathung gemass 
den bestehenden Fiirsorgegesetzen mit und geben 
bei ihren Familienbesuchen Anleitung und Rath- 
schlage zur gedeihlichen Kindererziehung und ver- 
mitteln Rath und Hilfe des Fiirsorgearztes. 


Auch in der Wochnerinnenpflege bedurftiger 
Frauen, sowie ambulanter Familienpflege armer, 
hilfsbediirftiger Leute steht dem Verbande ein 
weites Feld zur freiwilligen Liebesthatigkeit offen. 

Die Leitung weiblicher Jugendvereine bringt auf 
allen Stationen den Schwestern viele Kleinarbeit 
und erfordert viel Opfergeist. Doch ist gerade 
auch dieses Gebiet so recht eine apostolische Hilfe- 
leistung fiir den Seelsorger und hilft mit, die 
Jugend der Kirche zu erhalten -oder wieder zu 
gewinnen. Religidse Belehrungen, Lied und Wort, 
Kurzweil und Handfertigkeit, Reigen und Theater- 
spiel, all das soll mithelfen, eine frohe, reine 
Jugendzeit zu schaffen. 


Den Lebensunterhalt verschafft sich das Mutter- 
haus durch einen kleinen landwirthschaftlichen Be- 
trieb, den die Schwestern selbst fthren. Wohl 
schafft das viel Muhe und Sorge, ist aber so recht 
geeignet, in den Schwestern den Geist der apostoli- 
schen Ejinfachheit und Armuth zu fordern, da zu 
gegebener Zeit alle Schwestern im Mutterhause 
mitarbeiten mtssen, unbeschadet ihrer beruflichen 
Ausbildung. Der Unterhalt auf den Stationen wird 
durch die Pfarrgemeinde bezw. besondere caritative 
Zweckvereine gewahrt, durch freie Wohnung und 
Bereitstellung eines massigen Wirthschaftgeldes. 


Dass der Verband von Gottes Segen augenschein- 
lich begliickt ist und die Schwestern auch gute Ar- 
beit leisten, mag der Umstand, beweisen, dass er in 
den sechs Jahren seines Bestehens schon sieben 
Filialstationen (fiinf in der Diézese Speyer) griin- 
den konnte. Auch liegen bereits soviele Gesuche 
um Neuerrichtung vor, dass auf langere Zeit hin- 
aus eine Verwendungsmoglichkeit der Schwestern 
sicher gestellt ist, ja dass vorlaufig nicht alle Bitten 
beriicksichtigt werden konnen, da naturgemiss die 
Zahl der Kandidatinnen fiir diesen opfervollen Be- 
. ruf der Seelsorgshelferin nicht sehr gross ist. 


Doch kaum hat je eine Zeit an die Seelsorge so 
grosse und vielgestaltige Aufgaben gestellt, wie die 
unsere, die Zersetzung und Auflosung in sich zu 
_ tragen scheint. Gross ist allenthalben die Zahl der 


ag _ Seelen, die in Gefahr pa eee? Cink aber gross — 


se! die Zahl der Seelen, in denen ein zages 


_ terspension als das Mittel, fiir das 
_ wisse katholische Wortfithrer glaube 
- zu sollen. lh a ai 


rettung stellen? Mégen darum auch die St. Hild 
gardisschwestern yom katholischen Apostolat ve 
guten Hirten gesegnet sein und ein reines Wer 
zeug bleiben in der Hand des Priesterkonigs Jes 
Christus ad salvandas animas! 

H. KNOLL, 


Spiritual d. St. Hildegardisschwestern 
yv. Kath. Apostolat, Bossweiler, Rheinpfa 


Pobel, Volk, Gesellschaft? 
Einem bescheidenen Mitarbeiter, Hrn. A. 
Fischer, aus der St. Franz von Sales Gemeinde, § 
Louis, verdankt unsere historische Bibliothek e 
fiir sie recht werthvolles Bandchen: das im Verl 
der F. Salerschen Buchhandlung zu St. Louis 1 
Jahre 1862 erschienene ““Andenken an den Tag d 
Heiligen Kommunion. Ein Gebet- und Belehrung 
buch fiir’s ganze Leben. Von einem Priester d 
Didzese Alton’. Obgleich wir bereits eine gan 
Anzahl der von dem verdienten Franz Saler he 
ausgegebenen Schriften besitzen, so fehlte doch d 
kleine, ében erwahnte Buch bisher in unserer Samt 
lung, die méglichst vollstandig alle von deutsch 
Katholiken Amerikas und ebenso die ftir sie vero 
fentlichten Schriften besitzen sollte. | 

Zu gleicher Zeit lieferte Hr. Fischer ein .wohle 
haltenes Exemplar des 3. 4. u. 5. Jahrgangs (184 
1847) des berithmten “Kalenders fiir Zeit uw 
Ewigkeit” an uns ab, dessen Verfasser bekanntli 
Alban Stolz war. Diese Volkskalender besass 
grossere soziale Tragweite als manches umfan 
reiche und gelehrte Buch jener Zeit. Schon d 
Untertitel aller drei Jahrgange fordert Beachtun 
“Ein Zuspruch unter zwei Augen; dem Christe 
volk zu Erbauung, dem aufgeklarten Pébel zu 
Argerniss.” Bs 

Besonders in unsrem Lande kénnte man lange 
katholischen, mit der sozialen Frage sich beschaf 
genden Schriften nach einer Erklarung dieser U 
terscheidung zwischen Volk und Pdbel suche 
Dabei ist ein grosser Theil dessen, was sich bei u1 
vornehmlich in den Grossstadten, als Volk gebard 
in Wirklichkeit Pobel. Man kénnte gerade so 
Schlamm Boden nennen, und Schutt und Stei 
geroll eine Felswand, wie die Menschenmassen t 
serer Grossstadte Volk! 

Doch um solche Unterschiede kiimmern sich 
wisse Soziologen und Volksfreunde nicht; sie 
ja mancher Art Pflaster und Salben bereit 
immer tiefer in Fleisch und Mark und Knoch 
Volkskérpers sich einfressenden Schaden, 
die Apotheke der humanistisch-philanthropi 
richteten Sozialreform liefert, und von den 
sich, trotz aller erlebten Enttauschungen 
wieder Gutes verspricht. Augenblicklich g 
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its. Wir verwerfen allerdings derartige Noth- 
adsbehelfe keineswegs ganzlich; aber sie sind 
nicht Hauptsache. Das ist die Neuordnung der 
sellschaft, eine Reform, die das Zuriickgehen auf 
unde Grundsatze zur Voraussetzung hat. 
‘in Stolz, ein Kolping, ein Ketteler, und wer sonst 
ihnen den gleichen Weg verfolgte und Schritt 
lt, sahen viel klarer, was der modernen Welt und 
Gesellschaft von heute Noth thut: deren Wie- 
jaufbau, und zwar von unten nach oben, was man 
‘uns ebenfalls tbersieht, weil man selbst in ka- 
ilischen Kreisen vielfach keinen rechten Begriff 
: dem hat, was wir Gesellschaft and Volk nennen. 


us Central-Verein und Cen- 


tral-Stelle. 


finmal ist einer gewesen, der hat neunundneunzig 
ue Schafe zuriickgelassen, um eines aus der Wiiste 
sholen; und er hat sein Leben fiir das eine gegeben. 
wir? Hiiten wir nicht das eine Schdflein und lassen 
nundneunzig in der Wiiste!—O, wie sehr muss un- 
pe Liebe sich aufmachen um zu suchen, zu suchen! 
Caritasdirektor Nar. 


= 


nrdinal-Primas Hlond iiber die Erziehung zur 
kath. Staatsauffassung. 


|) eee der vom Primas von Polen, Kardinal 
ond, soeben besorgten Herausgabe eines Predigt- 
jades unter dem Titel “AKeja Katholicka” (Ka- 
blische Aktion), an dem die hervorragendsten 
ustlichen Polens mitarbeiteten (die Predigten fal- 
unter folgende Disposition: I. Soziale Moral; II. 
ve christliche Gesellschaft. Verderblich Anschau- 
zen und soziale Stromungen; III. Der christliche 
aat; IV. Die Katholische Aktion), schrieb der 
urdinalprimas in seinem Vorwort, dass die Sorge 
1 die katholische Richtung des 6ffentlichen 
ibens in Polen den Anstoss zu diesen Predigten 
zeben habe. “Erst die klare Einstellung des ka- 
blischen Gewissens auf die Fragen der Birger- 
aichten im neuzeitlichen Staat wird die Nation um 
t_einheitliches Programm scharen, wird eine 
tke katholische Volksmeinung schaffen und die 
rsplitterung von Richtungen, die Zufalligkeit von 
‘uppierungen, das Unentschlossene im Aktions- 
une ausschliessen. Wenn einerseits die Antheil- 
hme der Geistlichkeit an den Parteiwirren schad- 
h ist, so muss anderseits der Priester heutigen- 
gs es als eine hohe pastorale Aufgabe betrachten, 
Glaubigen zur katholischen Staatsidee zu er- 
len ebenso wie zum Verantwortungsbewusstsein 
gegeniiber fiir den verfassungmassigen An- 
am Staatsleben, wie zum Verantwortungs- 
stsein fiir die Herrschaft des gottlichen 
in der Gesellschaft, fiir die Rolle der 
im Staate.” 

em Leser des “Central-Blatts,’ oder auch 
er Resolutionen des Central-Vereins, kann es 
n sein, welch grosses Gewicht unsere Ver- 
auf die “klare Einstellung des katholi- 
f die Fragen der Burger- 
chen Staate” legt. Das Ko- 
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mitee fur soziale Propaganda darf, ohne sich der 
Unbescheidenheit schuldig zu machen, behaupten, 
die oben angeftthrte Disposition decke sich vollig 
mit dem von ihm vor 20 Jahren aufgestellen Pro- 
gramm. Wenn die damaligen Erwartungen des 
Komitees sich nicht erfillt haben, so liegt das zum 
Theil an ausseren Umstanden, iiber die es keine 
Gewalt besass, so u. a. am Weltkrieg. An erster 
Stelle jedoch an der Gleichgiiltigkeit unserer Mit- 
glieder gegenttber den Anregungen des Komitees 
und der C. St. Davon wird die Katholische Aktion 
in Amerika den Nachtheil haben, der nun die ge- 
schulten Fuhrer aus dem Laienstande fehlen wer- 
den, die heranzuziehen und zu erziehen das Be- 
streben jenes Komitees war. 


Dem Andenken Vater Theo. Hammekes. 


Vor 25 Jahren fiirchtete man allgemein, dass, 
wenn einmal erst die damals in den Staatsverbanden 
und im C. V. fthrenden Priester und Laien aus 
dem Leben geschieden sein wtirden, unserer Sache 
Fuhrer mangeln wiirden. Doch immer wieder ent- 
standen neue Vorkampfer, deren besten Finer, 
hochw. Theodor Hammeke, am 13. Mai zu Read- 
ing, Pa., an der Lungenentztndung verstarb. 


Es ist wahr, Vater Hammeke trat nicht so wuch- 
tig auf wie manche unserer berthmten alten 
Kampen in den Tagen des Schulstreites im Kathol. 
Lager. Er war geradezu geneigt, niemand seine 
Meinung aufzudrangen und die eigene Person voll- 
kommen in den Hintergrund zu stellen. Trotzdem 
wird man den Verstorbenen und seine Fuhrereigen- 
schaften im C. V., besonders aber im Staatsver- 
band Pennsylvanien, schmerzlich vermissen. Ein- 
mal weil er stets das Gute wollte, anregend wirkte 
und der Bewegung Freunde warb in seiner stillen 
Weise, dann aber vor allem, weil er die Opferwillig- 
keit selbst war. War ein gutes Werk von ihm oder 
anderen angeregt worden, so war er stets der erste, 
der einen Beitrag stiftete. Und obgleich er viel gab, 
und nach allen Seiten hin mit vollen Handen aus- 
streute, kann man gar nicht einmal behaupten “he 
gave until it hurt.” Zu helfen, war ihm Bedirf- 
nis und Freude zugleich, daher konnte ihn das 


-Geben niemals schmerzen. 


So kannten wir ihn seit zwanzig Jahren als einen 
stillen, aber der Sache des C. V. und der C. St. 
unentwegt treuergebenen Freund und Forderer. 
Fir das Wirken unserer Anstalt hatte er stets er- 
munternde Worte; manches Brieflein von seiner 
Hand kam aus Philadelphia und Reading, und fast 
ebenso zahlreich waren die Gaben, die wir ihm ver- 
danken. Obgleich er wiederholt dem Stiftungs- 
fonds Summen zugewiesen, drangte es ihn, uns vor 
anderthalb Jahren eine Lebensversicherung im Be- 
trage von eintausend Dollars zu tberweisen. 

Als Deutschlands Noth nach Kriegschluss aufs 
hochste gestiegen war, fanden die Vertreter reichs- 
deutscher Anstalten und Vereinigungen, die hilfe- 
suchend in unser Land kamen, an ihm einen so 
eifrigen Wegbereiter und Forderer, dass er sich 


deswegen vonseiten seiner Freunde manchen Vor- 


wurf zuzog. Er pflegte in solchen Fallen zu 


- 
=~ 
‘ot 


— 


Mi 


104 CENTRAL-BLATT AND SOCIAL Justice, JUNE; 1928. 


schweigen und zu lacheln, kannte er doch seine 
unverbesserliche “Schwache,” allen Nothleidenden 
helfen zu wollen. 

So ist mit Vater Theodor Hammeke ein be- 
scheidener, allem Streberthtim abholder, seeleneif- 
riger und als Mensch liebenswerther Priester aus 
dem Leben geschieden, dem die vom C. V. ver- 
tretene Katholische Aktion ungemein viel verdankt. 
Moge sein Andenken in Ehren gehalten werden und 
sein Beispiel zur Nachahmung aneifern. 


Missionare fast hilflos, weil wirksame Hilfe 
ausbleibt. 


Die Nachrichten aus der von Hungersnoth heim- 
gesuchten Provinz Shantung lauten dauernd herzer- 
greifend diister. Ein am 31. Marz d. J. in Yen- 
chowfu datiertes Schreiben des hochwst. Hrn. 
Bischofs A. Henninghaus dankt uns an erster Stelle 
fur eine ihm ubermittelte Spende, mit dem Zusatz: 


“Zugleich sende ich Ihnen und allen Mitgliedern des 
Central-Vereins, namentlich all den Wohlthatern, denen 
wir diese sch6ne Gabe verdanken, meinen innigsten Segens- 
wunsch zum hl. Osterfeste! Der Herr schenke Ihnen und 
Allen ein gnadenreiches und frohes Alleluja!” 


Der Briefschreiber geht sodann auf das ein, was 
gegenwartig die Herzen aller Missionare in Shan- 
tung erfillt: die Hungersnoth. Das Elend sei gross 
und die armen Menschen wussten nicht wie sie ihr 
Leben bis zur nachsten Ernte zu fristen vermogen. 
Wie die Missionare davon beriihrt werden, ver- 
rathen die weiteren Ausftthrungen des genannten 
Apost. Vikars: 


“Tch vertheile die Gaben, welche einlaufen, an unsere 
Missionare und fordere dieselben auf, mdglichst viele, 
namentlich unsere armen Christen vor dem Hungertode 
zu bewahren und soweit es angeht, den Armen mit dem 
leiblichen Brode zugleich auch das geistliche zu reichen. 
Die Noth ist jedoch zu gross fiir unsere beschrankten 
Mittel! Ein Trost bleibt mir in dieser Zeit, namlith die 
Hoffnung, dass wir trotz der von allen Seiten drohenden 
Kriegswolken ein friedliches Ostern feiern k6nnen!” 

Nur etliche Tage spater, am 2. April, schreibt 
uns Pater Franz Roeb, O. F. M., aus Techow: 


“Wie werthvoll mir diese liebe Hilfe wieder ist, werden 
Sie aus den vielen Hungersnothberichten aus China ersehen. 
Es ist einfach schrecklich in diesem Jahre. Taglich kommen 
soviele Bettler und bitten um Hilfe und wir konnen kaum 
helfen. 

“Noch schlimmer sieht es draussen auf dem Lande aus. 
Da kann man kaum noch durchkommen mit dem Karren, 
so zahlreich sind die armen Leute, Christen und Heiden, 
die einem die abgemagerten Hande entgegenstrecken und 
um eine kleine Unterstiitzung flehen. Es greift einem 
wirklich ans Herz, wenn man diese arme Landbevolkerung 
in dieser aussersten Noth und Diirftigkeit betrachtet und 
nur so wenig helfen kan! — 

“Tch habe eine Anzahl armer Kinder in meine Schulen 
einfach aufnehmen mussen, weil ich das Elend nicht 
langer ansehen konnte, und die guten Leute mit Bitten nicht 
nachliessen. Wie soll ich diese 73 Kinder nun alle un- 
terhalten bis zur nachsten. Ernte? Im Vertrauen auf 
Gottes Hilfe und die weitherzige Liebe der amerika- 
nischen Katholiken, habe ich mich dieser Armsten der 


Armen angenommen, und nun hoffe ich auch, dass unsere: 
guten Missionsfreunde driiben uns nicht im Stiche lassen 


werden.” ; oe 
3% Deets 7 eee 
Der auf den Seychellen, einer Inselgruppe im 

Indischen Ozean, thatige Missionar P. Florian 

Walker fiigt seinem Dank fiir eine empfangene 


" 


i) ee 


Gabe folgende Darstellung dringender Bedu 
nisse hinzu: 


“An den Bau eines Kirchlein in Belombre kann | 
vorlaufig noch gar nicht denken, da die nothigen Mit 
fehlen, und muss ich unbedingt das hiesige Kirchl 
(in Port Gland) in bessern Zustand versetzen. L 
Kirchendach ist sehr schadhaft und lasst den Reg 
durch; der Dachstuhl ist von den Termiten angefres 
und muss unbedingt erneuert werden. Von der Bergse 
dringt das Regenwasser durch das Fundament in ¢ 
Kircheninnere. Dieses ist des Heilandes nicht mehr Ww 
dig. Beim Mangel der fiir die Reparatur nothig 
Mittel und bei meiner Noth kann ich nur beten; ge 
liches Herz Jesu, sorge Du! Res Tua agitur !” 


Ein Zweig des Biicher-Apostolats. 


Wie bereits Ofters zuvor, hat die C. St. au 
dieses Jahr wiederum hierzulande nicht mehr ve 
wendbare, in deutscher Sprache gedruckte Kinde 
Gebetbiicher nach driiben geschickt. Aus Wism 
in Mecklenburg schreibt nun die Oberin des K 
tholischen Kinderheims St. Elisabeth, Schw. ] 
Ludgera, unterm 19, April: 

“Eine unerwartete, grosse Freude haben Sie uns r 
der Sendung der hubschen 15 Gebetbtcher fur unsé 
Kommunionkinder bereitet, die wir gestern richtig erhielt 
Wir sprechen Ihnen und dem edlen Wohlthater hierf 
unsern herzlichsten Dank aus. Wir haben gerade ein 
Kommunionkinderkursus begonnen, von denen 15 art 
Kinder die Gebetbticher als Geschenk zu ihrem gross 
Tage erhalten sollen.” : 

Aus dem St. Josephshaus, einer Kommunika 
denanstalt zu Bad Oldesloe in Holstein, bericht 
dessen Vorsteher, hochw. N. Kranz, Missior 
pifarrer, am 9. April: 

“Es gereicht uns zur grossen Fretide, dass unsere lieb 
Wohlthater in Amerika noch unser gedenken und u 
mit Gebetbiichern fiir die Kommunionkinder begliick 
Wir haben hier freilich schon die erste hl. Kommunion < 
Passionssonntage gefeiert, weil unsere Kinder theilwe' 
nachher in die Osterferien gehen und dann kein Koy 
munionunterricht mehr stattfinden kann. Aber wir konn 
die Bucher ganz schén bis zum nachsten Jahre aufk 


wahren. Empfangen Sie also unsern herzlichsten Da 
fur Ihre Gabe.” 


Wollen die Krankenunterstiitzung erhohen. 


Der St. Clemens Unterstiitzungs-Verein von § 
Paul ist der jtingst von uns erorterten wichtig 
Frage der Erhohung der Krankenunterstiitzu 
nahergetreten. Bereits vor mehreren Jahren erhdt 
er die bis dahin gewahrten Zuschtisse an erkrank 
Mitglieder auf $6.00 wochentlich; nun aber t 
trachtet man auch diese Summe als unzureiche 
und will, wenn moglich, das wéchentliche Kranke 
geld auf $12.00 ansetzen. BS 

Das Vorhaben bedingt natiirlich eine Erhohu 
der Beitrage; man ist der Meinung, eine mot 
liche Leistung von $1.00 werde fiir diesen Zw 
genugen. Vorlaufig soll festgestellt werden, 
viele Mitglieder eventuell eine héhere Unte 
zung zu beziehen wiinschen. Erst nachdem 
ermittelt worden, sollen die Raten genau berech 
werden. . 

_Auch noch andere Vereine sollten sich mit di 
Frage beschaftigen. Einmal in der Absicht, 
eine ausreichende, zeitgemasse Krankenunte: 
zung ihrem Zweck umso besser entsprecher 
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men; sodann mit Rticksicht auf die Werbekraft 
2r ausreichenden Krankenhilfe. Mancher Mann 
‘'d dem Verein den Vorzug geben, der eine wirk- 

nennenswerthe Unterstiitzung gewahrt, auch 
nn die Monatsbeitrage sich etwas hoher stellen. 

Krankengeld von $3.00 bis $5.00 wochentlich 
spricht den gegenwartigen Verhaltnissen nicht 
ir. Man sollte dem ee hluss des St. Clemens 
reins und\ seiner eventuellen Ausftthrung all- 
nein Beachtung schenken. h 


kumbus wird zum 5. Mal die Konvention des 
Ohioer Verbandes beherbergen. 


tum funften mal seit seiner Grindung wird 
Staatsverband von Ohio in der Staatshaupt- 
it Columbus tagen. Die Generalversammlung 
auf den 8.-10. Juli angesetzt. Prasident F. J. 
rich und Sekretar Jos. M. Kaelin ersuchken im 
ellen Aufruf Priester und Laien in méog- 
ast grosser Zahl sich auf der Konvention ein- 
unden. In dem Aufruf heisst es u. a. ferner: 

\Wir bitten alle Vereine, tiichtige Delegaten zur Kon- 
tion zu entsenden. Scheut die geringen Unkosten 
at. Gott im Himmel wird euch dafiir belohnen. Ganz 
onders ersuchen wir die hochw. Geistlichkeit um ihre 
heiligung. Die Priester sind unsere Berather und 
nrer; ein Wort von ihnen hilft uns bei unserer 
eat. . ..” : 


atsverband Oregon wird 13. Katholikentag 
begehen. 

Jer kleine, dem C. V. treu ergebene Staatsver- 
id Oregon wird seinen heurigen Katholikentag, 
1 13. seit Griindung des Verbandes, am 17. Juni 
Salem begehen. Bereits am vorhergehenden 
e€ versammeln sich die Delegaten 3 Uhr nach- 
ttags zur Erledigung der Geschafte des Staats- 
‘-bandes. In dem von dem hochw. P. Alphonsus 
Steder, O. S. B., Kommissarius des Staatsv- 
rbandes, erlassenen Aufruf zur Betheiligung an 
den Veranstaltungen heisst es u. a.: 

Vereinigt euch in moglichst grosser Zahl, geliebte 
rider! Nehmt theil an dieser erhebenden Festlichkeit, 
» vor allem ein Bekenntnis unseres heiligen Glaubens ist! 
f nach Salem! Schliesst die Reihen! Horet die Lehren 
sser Manner auf religiosem, wissenschaftlichem und 
sialem Gebiete. Steht zusammen!” 

Jer Katholikentag wird mit einem feierlichen Pontifi- 
wamte eingeleitet werden. 


aatsverband Arkansas wird in Subiaco tagen. 


ie diesjahrige Generalversammlung des Staats- 
bandes Arkansas wird anfangs September in 
ibiaco tagen. Montag, der 3., Labor Day, soll als 
itholikentag begangen werden; an den beiden da- 
uf folgenden Tagen, dem 4. u. 5. des Monats, 
It der Staatsverband und der St. Josephs Unter- 
itzungsverein von Arkansas Geschaftsversamm- 
ugen ab. Das goldene Jubilaum der Griindung 
5 Klosters Neu Subiaco und der St. Benedikts- 
inde waren ausschlaggebend fiir die Wahl 
icos als Festort. 


in _Aufruf des Prasidenten, Hrn. C. F. Sieber, us eet 
ereine ihre Kopfsteuer zu entrichten, um es dem 
ekretar zu ermoglichen, den -Forderungen des 
gerecht zu werden. Ausserdem spricht er den 
rvereinen eindringlich das Wort, unter Hinweis auf 
Bedeutung fiir Gemeinde, Kirche und Staat. Hr. 


June, 1928. 105 
Sieber warnt vor einseitiger Kirchthurmspolitik unter 
Hinweis auf die Bedeutung des Anschlusses_ eines 
Einzelvereins an Staatsverband und C. V. Erst dadurch 
werde die starke Kette katholischer Organisation richtig 


geschlossen. 


Kansaser Zweig des C. V. erdffnet Reigen der 
Staatsverbandsversammlungen. 

Dort, wo “Mountain Time” im westlichen Kan- 
sas einsetzt, in der von den Kapuzinern pastorierten 
St. Marien Gemeinde zu Ellis, tagte am 9. u. 10. 
Mai die diesjahrige Generalversammlung des 
Staatsverbands. Nicht weniger als sieben Priester 
und 50 Delegaten hatten sich eingefunden, Manner 
und Frauen, die zum Theil Wegstrecken von 300 
Meilen im Auto zurtickgelegt hatten, waren doch 
alle Theile des Staates vertreten. Erwartet wurde 
der Bischof von Concordia, der hochwst. F. J. Tief, 
und im Sanktuarium der Marien Kirche stand sein 
Thron bereit. Leider aber meldete ein am Vorabend 
der Tagung auf dem Krankenbette des Bischofs 
aufgegebenes Telegram, es sei ihm nicht mdglich, an 
der Versammlung theilzunehmen. 

Der Katholikentag, vorderhand noch der wesentlichste 
Theil der Tagungen des Staatsverbandes Kansas, machte 
seinem Namen Ehre. Nach einer kurzen Begrussungsver- 
sammlung am Morgen des 9. Mai zogen die Theilnehmer, 
mit den Mitgliedern des Elliser Manner-Vereins, zusammen 
an die hundert Mann, mit Fahnen und Vereinsbannern, von 
der Vereinshalle, Eigenthum des Lokalvereins, zur 
Kirche. Das. feierliche Hochamt zelebrierte Rev. P. 
Gregor, O. M. Cap., unter Assistenz; die Predigt uber das 
Wort: “Ihr seid das Salz der Erde” hielt Rev. P. Georg, 
O. M. Cap., von Victoria, der dem Central-Verein und dem 
Staatsverband die Verpflichtung, im Laienapostolat: zu 
wirken, ans Herz legte und sie fur ihre darauf gerichteten 
Bestrebungen belobte. Ernennung der Komiteen erfolgte 
in der kurzen, nach dem Amte abgehaltenen Sitzung, 
worauf das gemeinsame Mittagessen folgte, von den Frauen 
der Gemeinde zubereitet und aufgetragen. , 

Die Katholikenversammlung am Nachmittag und die 
gesellige Versammlung am Abend erfreuten sich eines 
recht guten Besuches. Nachmittags begrussten der Fest- 
prasident, Hr. J. Siebel, und der Pfarrer der Gemeinde 
Ellis, Rev. P, Theodore, O. M. Cap., die Theilnehmer, 
denen er die Bestrebungen des Staatsverbandes ans Herz 
legte. Prasident Michael Mohr enmpfahl in seiner 
Jahresbotschaft, die Vereine mochten sich vor allem be- 
mihen, die Jungmannschaft zu gewinnen, und fleissig mit 
der C. St. Hand in Hand arbeiten. Er berichtete auch uber, 
die zu Philadelphia abgehaltene Generalversammlung des 
C. V. Sekretar-Schatzmeister John A. Suellentrop unter- 


-breitete das Protokoll der letztjahrigen Tagung und den Fi- 


nanzbericht. Die Hauptrede hatte Rev. A. Mayer, 
Geistlicher Berather des Frauenbundes der Ver. Staaten, 
halten sollen; da er jedoch im letzten Augenblick gezwungen 
war, von der Reise abzustehen, hatte Hr. A. Brockland, von 
der Central-Stelle, die Vertretung ttbernommen;. er behan- 
delte das Thema: Katholische Aktion, Central-Verein und 
Staatsverband. Rev. J. J. Grueter, Andale, Geistlicher Be- 
rather des Verbandes, unterstrich einzelne Ausfihrungen 
des Vorredners, griff auf den Leitgedanken der morgens. 
gehaltenen Predigt zurtick, und empfahl vor allem Kleinar- 
beit. Die von der Versammlung gutgeheissenen Beschliisse 
behandeln: Treue dem HI. Vater; Elternrechte. und 
Erziehung; Forderung der kath. Presse; Unterstitzung 
des Missionswerkes. Dass_dieser Beschluss ernst gemeint 
ist, beweist die im Verlaufe derselben Versammlung zum 
besten des Unternehmens der Franziskaner in Mescalero, 
N. M., aufgenommene Kollekte, die $30.00 ergab. Dort 
hat. bekanntlich P. Albert Braun, mit Genehmigung seiner 
Obern, ein Noviziat fiir mexikanische und amerikanische 
Kandidaten erOffnet, die sich der Seelsorge in. Mexiko 
widmen wollen. 

Garden Plain wurde als Vorort fiir die nichstjahrige 
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Generalversammlung erkoren. Erwahlt wurden: . Rev. J. 
J. Grueter, Geistlicher Berather; Michael Mohr, St. Marks, 
Prasident; Jos. Erbert, Ellis, Vice-Prasident; John A. 
Suellentrop, Colwich, Sekretair-Schatzmeister; Eugene 
Philipps, Nic. Thimmesch, und F. J. Holthaus, je aus den 
Didzesen Concordia, Wichita und Leavenworth, Mitglieder 
der Exekutive. Hr. Mohr soll den Verband auf der 
General-Versammlung des C. V. in St. Cloud vertreten. 
Die Versammlung schloss mit einem Gebet fiir den ver- 
storbenen Vize-Prasidenten des Staatsverbandes, Hrn. Ben 
Engelbrecht. 

In der Offentlichen Abendversammlung schilderte Rev. 
P. Julian, O. M. Cap., vom St. Josephs College, Hays, die 
Anfange der Missionierung jenes Theils von Kansas durch 
die Kapuziner und die Entwickelung des neuen Diozesan- 
College, das in jiingster Zeit zu Hays errichtet worden und 
der Leitung der Patres anvertraut werden soll. Redner 
wies darauf hin, dass gerade in diesen Tagen (Ende Mai) 
das goldene Jubilaum der Ankunft der ersten Kapuziner 
in Ellis County begangen werde—Der Unterhaltung 
dienten mehrere Ansprachen, Orchesternummern und 
Lieder. 

Auf das am folgenden Morgen von Rey. Grueter zele- 
brierte Seelenamt folgte eine weitere Delegatenver- 
sammlung. Bei dieser Gelegenheit beftirworteten der 
Prasident, Hr. Mohr, und Hr. Brockland namentlich -die 
Mitarbeit mit der C. St. und die Griindung eines Frauen- 
bundes. Man hat wahrend des letzten Vereinsjahres 
wiederholt versucht, diese Absicht auszufthren, jedoch 
ohne Erfolg. Nun soll ein neuer Versuch nach dieser 
Richtung angestellt werden. In mehreren Gemeinden ist 
die Stimmung dem Vorhaben giinstig. Gelingt es, auf 
den Distriktsverbandsversammlungen die Angelegenheit 
wahrend des kommenden Herbstes und Winters zu fordern, 
so durfte bis 1929 ein Verband zu stande kommen. 


Beschliisse der Staatsverbande. 


Aus der Zahl der von der Jahresversammlung des 
Staatsverbandes Kansas angenommenen Beschliisse: 
Stuhl Petri; Kirchenverfolgungen; Erziehung 
und Elternrechte; Presse; das Missionswerk, 
theilen wir die folgenden mit: 


Kirchenverfolgung. 

Wir bekiagen die in manchen Landern betriebene Kir- 
chenverfolgung, und beten, unsrem HI. Vater und der 
Gesamtkirche mdge der Trost beschieden sein, dass der 
Herr die Herzen seiner Widersacher erweicht und der 
Kirche Friede und neues Wachsthum gewahrt. 

Das Missionswerk. 

Wir fordern unsere Mitglieder auf, die einheimischen 
und auswartigen Missionen nach Kraften zu untersttitzen. 
Indem wir das Missionswerk fordern, erfiillen wir einen 
Herzenswunsch unseres HI. Vaters. 


Lokalverbande an der Arbeit. 


Unter dem Vorsitz des Prasidenten Geo. A. Mar- 
graff verlief die am 22. April abgehaltene viertel- 
jahrliche Delegatenversammlung des Volksvereins 


Philadelphia trotz ungiinstiger Witterung ebenso 


anregend wie erfolgreich. Was die Delegaten iiber 
die Thatigkeit der verschiedenen Pfarrgruppen be- 
richteten, lautete durchwegs giinstig. Uberall ist 
man eifrig bestrebt, ihnen Mitglieder zuzufiihren. 


In einzelnen Fallen ist der letztjahrige Stand der 


- Einwanderer verwandt werden soll. 


seien auch Arbeiter geneigt mitzumachen des Mehrlohy 
wegen.—Als Delegaten sollen den Volksverein Phi 
delphia auf der Generalversammlung zu St Cloud vertret 
hochw. H. J. Steinhagen und die Herren G. A. Margr 
und John Wiesler, Jr. 
* Ok x 

Zwei Lokalverbinde Pennsylvaniens hielten En 
April Quartalversammlungen ab. Am 22. d. ] 
veranstalteten die Vereine des Lechathals ih 
Tagung in der Gemeinde U. L. Frau v. Ungarn 
Northampton. Vormittags betheiligten sich die Del 
gaten am Hochamt, das hochw. Jos. J. Ostheime 
Pfarrer der St. Petersgemeinde zu Coplay, assistie 
von den hochw. Pfarrern J. Aszmann und Pa 
Repchik feierte. Die Predigt hielt Pfr. Aszma 

Nach dem von den Frauen der Gemeinde in der 
Josef’s Halle aufgetragenen Mittagessen versammelt 
sich die Abgesandten von 18 Vereinen des Thales, insg 
samt 60 Delegaten, zur Erledigung der Geschafte d 
Verbandes. Um drei Uhr ward die Massenversammlu 
eroffnet unter Vorsitz der Hrn. Franz Erlacher. Red 
und lebende Bilder dienten durchwegs der Forderung c 
Missionsgedankens. In Deutsch sprach hochw. P. Jo 
Dicks, M. S. C. von Reading, der als Missionar 
Inseln der Siid-See gewirkt, wahrend hochw. Chas. Sa 
der lange Jahre im Westen unsres Landes thatig war, 4d 
Innenmission in englischer Sprache beleuchtete. Zwisch 
beiden Reden veranschaulichte ein lebendes Bild, d 
Missionshelferinnen vom Hl. Herzen Jesu gestellt hatte 
Aufgaben und Wesen der auswartigen und einheimsc 
Missionen. Zur Erklarung diente ein von Frl. Emma M 
vorgetragenes Gedicht: “Ich diirste nach Seelen.” I 
nach der Versammlung aufgenommene Kollekte wur 
Pfr. Ostheimer fiir seine Mission in Coplay tibergebe 
Erfreulicherweise nahmen auch die hochw. Herren Ed 
Reichl, M C., von Reading; August Buettner vi 
Allentown; John W. Tunner von Kutztown; Jakob \ 
Post von Bath und John P. Fries von Lineport-Colesvil 
an der Tagung theil. 


x * * 

Der 21., 22. u. 23. April waren leider Regentag 
dieser Umstand beeintrachtigte den Bazar unser 
Lokalzweigs New York. Ausserdem fand 
gleicher Zeit der allgemeine Charity Drive statt, : 
dass das immerhin zufriedenstellende Ergebnis fa 
wundernimmt. Der Reinertrag kommt zum gréssté 
Theil dem Stiftungsfonds der C. St. zugute, wa 
rend der Rest auf den Druck des Wegweisers fi 


Ausser dem Frauenbund machte. sich eine An 
Mfnnervereine um das Unternehmen verdient. é 
erfreute es sich der Unterstiitzung des hochwst. 
Gallus Bruder, wie des hochw. Hrn. Kleindienst, und 
hochw. Patres Beierschmidt und Straus, C. SS. R. 


Beschliisse der Jahresversammlung der K 

| Garde v. Amerika. on 

Die in den neunziger Jahren in Chicago | 

dete und ausschliesslich aus deutschen Get 

sich rekrutierende Kath. Garde vor 

Mitte Mai ihre 32. Jahresversammlung 

brachter Weise nahmen die Delegat 

von Beschliissen an, « 
Meinungsau: 


